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QUIET MORNING 
 

Worsh ip, Prayer , and Spir i tu al i t y 
Min ist ry wil l be sponsor ing a “Qu iet 
Morning” on Satu rday, January 16, 
2010. It  wil l begin with coffee and 
bagels at  8:30 a.m. and then cont inue 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This wil l 
be a con t inu at ion  of the Adu lt  
Educat ion Advent Ser ies on Lect io 
Divina and will include Center ing 
Prayer . You  don ’t  need to have 
at tended the class (or  even be called to 
Center ing Prayer) to be blessed by th is 
t ime. All are welcome. Locat ion and 
more detai ls wi l l  be in  Su nday 
bu llet ins. 

THE CHARTER FOR COMPASSION 
 

At a t ime of year  that  we celebrate the bir th of the Pr ince of Peace, the wor ld 
cont inues to be anyth ing bu t  peacefu l. Sadly, although we’d l ike to expect  otherwise, 
people of faith are often a par t  of the problem. How often do we hear  of acts done in 
the name of Chr ist ianity and the wor ld’s other  great  religions that  seem to promote 
just  the opposite? Haven’t  we all shuddered at  hatefu l, polar izing, or  violent  words 
and act ions that  are couched in religious terms or  just ified in the name of religious 
beliefs? Don’t  we expect  something more from ourselves and our  brothers and 
sisters? 
 

According to au thor  Karen Armstrong, “All too often the voices of extremism seem to 
drown those that  speak  of k indness, forbearance and mutual respect . Yet  the 
founders of every single one of the great  t radit ions recoiled from the violence of their  
t ime and t r ied to replace it  with an eth ic of compassion.” In response to th is, Karen 
Armstrong star ted a process of collaborat ion among spir itual leaders (from Bishop 
Desmond Tu tu  to the Dalai Lama) and believers of all faiths to compose a “Charter  of 
Compassion”, with the goal of restor ing compassion to the center  of religious, moral 
and polit ical l i fe.                                                                 (story continues on page 2) 

FROM PURPLE TO PURPLE 
 

One purple season to another , that  is! 
The Hope Church Worship Ministry is 
ant icipat ing an advance plann ing 
session for  the season of Lent  on 
January 13 at  6:30 p.m. at  Hope Church 
At tendees will be given homework 
(reading the lect ionary texts for  Lent , 
plus a few other  items to read), and will 
join together  for  a l ight  supper  and 
brainstorming session to th ink  ahead 
abou t what might  enhance our  worship 
dur ing the season of Lent . You  may reply 
to the church office (392-7947).  

 

C O N G R E GA T I O N A L  M E E T I N G 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 12:15 P.M. 

FINAL APPROVAL OF THE 2010 BUDGET  
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THE CHARTER FOR COMPASSION  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

 

Over the past  2 years, thousands of people have contr ibu ted ideas, and through 
several conferences a final draft  was composed. In November of th is year  the final draft  
of the char ter  was released and a campaign begun to gain affirmat ion from people 
throughou t the wor ld. According to Armstrong, “The Char ter  for  Compassion is not 
simply a statement of pr inciple. It  is above all a summons to creat ive, pract ical and 
sustained act ion to meet the polit ical, moral, religious, social and cu ltu ral problems of 
ou r  t ime.”                                                       
These are the words to consider : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Char ter  for  Compassion is being promoted through their  website, 
ht tp:/ / char ter forcompassion.org/ . On the site, there is much more informat ion 
on the history of the process, contr ibu t ing leaders and organizat ions, stor ies of 
people pu t t ing compassion into act ion, and an oppor tun ity to “sign” the char ter  
and add one’s name to the list  of thousands, as well as informat ion on how 
organizat ions can enroll as “par tners” in the mission. There is also a very 
moving video showing a cross-sect ion of God’s ch ildren speak ing the words of 
the char ter . Again, the Char ter  for  Compassion is meant to be more than just  
words. Maybe it  can be a catalyst  for  a shift  in  awareness and act ion for  us and 
our  brothers and sisters of all faiths.                                                 

Mark Laman 

The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical and spiritual 
traditions, calling us always to treat all others as we wish to be treated ourselves. 
Compassion impels us to work tirelessly to alleviate the suffering of our fellow 
creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the centre of our world and put another there, 
and to honour the inviolable sanctity of every single human being, treating everybody, 
without exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect. 
 

It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently and 
empathically from inflicting pain. To act or speak violently out of spite, chauvinism, or 
self-interest, to impoverish, exploit or deny basic rights to anybody, and to incite hatred 
by denigrating others—even our enemies—is a denial of our common humanity. We 
acknowledge that we have failed to live compassionately and that some have even 
increased the sum of human misery in the name of religion. 
 

We therefore call upon all men and women ~ to restore compassion to the centre of 
morality and religion ~ to return to the ancient principle that any interpretation of 
scripture that breeds violence, hatred or disdain is illegitimate ~ to ensure that youth 
are given accurate and respectful information about other traditions, religions and 
cultures ~ to encourage a positive appreciation of cultural and religious diversity ~ to 
cultivate an informed empathy with the suffering of all human beings—even those 
regarded as enemies. 
 

We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic force in our 
polarized world. Rooted in a principled determination to transcend selfishness, 
compassion can break down political, dogmatic, ideological and religious boundaries. 
Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is essential to human relationships and 
to a fulfilled humanity. It is the path to enlightenment, and indispensible to the creation 
of a just economy and a peaceful global community. 
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ADULT EDUCATION 
 

WATER MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL AND ECHO MINISTRIES 
January 3, 2010         9:40 a.m.                                                                              Commons I 
Come see and hear what Hope Church has been doing and is doing: 

·  to br ing clean li fe-giving water to the people of Chiapas, Mexico (Hope 
Church work ing with Water Missions Internat ional) 
·  to help feed the hungry people in  ou r world (Hope Church work ing 
with ECHO)  
Cost  is $7.00, bu t  there is a money-back  guarantee if you  are not  sat isfied with 
how your $7.00 was spent. 

 

BIBLE STUDY:  PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS  
January 10 – February 14        9:40 a.m.                                                                   Room 106 
Pau l’s let ter  to the Romans is one of the most  in fluent ial books in  the development of 
Chr ist ian faith  as well as Chr ist ian theological reflect ion and pract ice. In  the 4 th centu ry it  was 
at  the heart  of St . Augustine’s decision to embrace the Christ ian faith . Twelve centu ries later  it  
led Mart in Lu ther to a radical rein terpretat ion of Chr ist ianity. When John Wesley heard 
Lu ther ’s preface to the book  in  the eighteenth centu ry, h is heart  was “strangely warmed” and 
Methodism came to l i fe.   
 

You  are invited to join the conversation, led by Beverly Zell, around th is histor ic and powerfu l 
let ter . We’ll  look  at  each of the following quest ions and selected texts: 

January 10: What Must  I Do to Be Saved? (Romans 3:9-31) 
January 17: Saved by Grace. . .Too Good to Be True? (Romans 5:1-11) 
January 24: If What I Do Doesn’t  Save Me, Does It  Matter How I Live? (Rom. 6:1-23) 
January 31: Where Is God When We Su ffer? (Romans 8:18-39) 
February 7: How Can I Keep From Singing? (Romans 10:1-21) 
February 14: What Does God Want from Us?  (Romans 12:1-21) 
 

Plan now to join  us weekly or  for  as many sessions as you are able. Just  one fr iendly 
cau t ionary note: It ’s been said that  those who have gone before us in  the study of Romans 
rarely emerged unchanged.  
 

SIMPLY CHRISTIAN:  WHY CHRISTIANITY MAKES SENSE      
January 10 – February 14        9:40 a.m.                                                                 Commons I 
In  th is video- and discussion-based series we’l l  learn abou t the reasonableness of Chr ist ianity 
for  ou r world today. Have you  ever wondered why humans in all places and t imes have 
yearned for  beau ty, t ru th, spir ituality and just ice? 
In the videos, Bishop N.T. Wright  affirms that  we hear the echoes of God©s voice in  the wor ld, 
in  the children of Israel and Jesus Chr ist , and through the Holy Spir it  today. As we connect  to 
God©s voice in  worship, prayer, scr iptu re and the chu rch, we are led in to "abundant li fe." 
 

The schedu le of topics is as follows: 
 January 10: Image of God—Relat ionships and Spir ituality 
 January 17: God—Tru th and Beau ty 
 January 24: Jesus and the Kingdom of God 
 January 31: Living by the Spir it  
 February 7: Worship and Prayer for  Chr ist ians 
 February 14: The Church— Believing and Belonging 
 

Bishop N.T. Wright  is one of today©s best  known and respected New Testament scholars and 
Chr ist ian speakers. He cu rrently serves as Bishop of Durham, England. His recent book , 
Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense, is the basis of th is video series. Mar lin 
Vander Wilt  and Keith Derr ick  will  co-lead this adu lt  educat ion ser ies.  
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TAIZÉ-STYLE SERVICE OF 
PRAYER AND COMMUNION 
 

All are invited to part icipate in  this t ime 
of  son g,  scr i p t u r e,  si l en ce,  an d 
sacr am en t  i n  t h e san ct u ar y  on 
Wednesday  m orn ings f rom  8:00 t o 
8:30 a.m . This service resumes on 
Jan u ary 6 an d wi l l  con t in u e on 
Wednesday mornings throughou t the 
year.  

HOPE CHURCH HEALTH MINISTRY: 
 

Norma Kill i lea from the Health Ministry asked me to share 
some thoughts on how I work  at  keeping balance in l ife. 
 

It  can be difficu lt  to be a stay at  home dad. I have found 
that  ou r  daughter , Cassidy, needs a lot  of at tent ion. At  20 
months old, she is busy learning and explor ing and it  has 
been fun to watch her  grow. At  first  I didn’t  th ink  that  I cou ld have the energy to be 
creat ive and constant ly play with her . After  a few shor t  months however I found that  
my body adjusted and I had energy enough, although I st i l l look  forward to her  naps 
and bedt ime for  some downt ime. 
 

It  can be difficu lt  to go back  to school. This fall I star ted at  Hope College, as a junior . 
The homework  isn ’t  really difficu lt  bu t there is tons of it . The t ime crunch is the hard 
par t . I have missed some t ime with the family and I have missed meet ing with groups, 
l ike men’s break fast  and Thursday n ight  volleyball. A l it t le daycare has been 
wonderfu l. It  not  only provides t ime to go to classes and do homework  bu t  Cassidy has 
thr ived by having increased social act ivit ies. Par t  of what has helped compensate for 
some of the sacr ifices school has requ ired is the new social network  my school work  is 
creat ing.   The long hours studying has been made easier  because I simply enjoying 
learning.  Work ing hard isn ’t  as difficu lt  if you  are work ing at  something you  love. 
 

It  can be difficu lt  to be marr ied to a pastor . Office hours are easy to plan around bu t 
evening meet ings requ ire carefu l schedu ling. Emergencies can be stressfu l especially if 
pr ior  plans have to fall by the wayside. This is where t rain ing from my military service 
comes in handy. In the Army, we had a very detailed schedu le of what we had to 
accomplish daily. This was frequent ly changed with field exercises that  left  for  l it t le 
sleep and changed plans. After  a couple years, I found that  by being forced to delay 
my plans, l ife often leads to bet ter  opt ions. 
 

Keeping balance in l ife as a stay at  home dad, as an adu lt  college student, and a 
clergy spouse can be challenging.  Bu t  I am gratefu l for  the blessings in my life: J il l , 
Cassidy, school, Holland, Hope Church, Hope College, and ALL the fr iends I have 
made here. 
 

  Peace, Andrew B. 

Heal th M inistry 

YOU’RE ALWAYS WELCOME 
AT 

EARLY WORSHIP 
 

8:30 A.M. IN THE COMMONS 
 

·    INFORMAL AND INTERACTIVE 
WORSHIP 

·    COMMUNION CELEBRATED 
WEEKLY 

·    K ID FRIENDLY! 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2010 
 

Envelopes for 2010 offerings are available in the Gathering Area. They are arranged 
alphabetically and we request that you pick up envelopes for your entire family. If you are 
homebound and need your envelopes mailed, please call the church office. Special 
envelopes for the init ial offering and for contributions to the Deacon’s Fund are enclosed, 
as well as envelopes for special holiday offerings. You are encouraged to use your 
envelopes as this saves time when the offering is counted and recorded. 

KIDS HOPE MENTOR NEEDED 
 

Have any of you  ever  said to yourself that  some day you  might  l ike to be a Kids Hope 
mentor? If you  have, th is is a request  for  you  to consider . One of ou r  Kids Hope 
mentors has had to resign from mentor ing. This means that  we need a mentor  for  a 
1st  grade boy. If you wou ld l ike to  begin your  new year  by work ing with th is child, call 
the church office, 392-7947. 

Fish Club has had a busy and fun fall. 
We had an Adventu re Weekend up at  
Bear  Track  Campground in September. 
We biked 23 miles, had some in it iat ive 
games, camped overnight , then canoed 
six miles! We’ve had a movie n ight , 
made some apple pies, talked abou t 
dat ing relat ionships, raked some leaves, 
and gone bowling. 

 

We had a very meaningfu l meet ing recent ly to decide how to spend some of ou r 
money that  has been accumulat ing for  a few years now. With inpu t  from our  you th, 
we have allocated $3,000 for  some great  projects. It  breaks down like th is: 
 

·  We are donat ing $750 to the Engle adopt ion fund 
·  $250 will be spent on a water  bu ffalo through the Heifer  Project . A family in  

Nepal wil l receive that  bu ffalo to help l ift  them ou t  of pover ty and provide for  
themselves. 

·  We are sending $1,000 to Water  Missions Internat ional to buy a solar  panel. 
Solar  technology has enabled WMI to provide safe water  to communit ies while 
reducing operat ion and maintenance costs and minimizing the carbon 
footpr int .  

·  At  the local level, Sou th Shore You th  Impact  wil l be receiving $500. They 
operate ou t  of Montello Park  Church, and provide cloth ing to local families, 
run a summer recreat ion and learning act ivit ies program, and mentor  area 
you th. 

·  The last  $500 will  be going to a fund at  Hope Church to help pay for  a new 
freezer  for  ou r  k itchen. 

 

We are look ing forward to the new year  and many new act ivit ies and exper iences. 
Many thanks to the congregat ion for  your  suppor t , care, and prayers. 

� � � � � � � � 	 �

 � � 
 � �

 



THANK YOU 
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THANK YOU THANK YOU 
 
 

 

Thank you for all the notes, cards, food, and visits from Gordon and Jill during John’s 
long illness. It has been true: “How excellent are the Lord’s faithful people. My greatest 
pleasure is to be w ith them.”   
Psalm 16:3 

Peggy D. 
 

Now that the Hope Church Pictoral Directory 2009 is a reality I would like to recognize 
the people who made it happen. Thank you to John Fleming who took the cover 
photograph and to Greg Olgers for photographing our shut-ins; to Laurie Beyer 
Braaksma and Barbara VandeVusse for off ice support and to Jill Russell and Judy 
VanderWilt for their input and support. A huge thank you to Mark Sneller and Marlin 
VanderWilt for the many photos that they took of our congregation in action and for 
being so gracious every time I would call and ask for ‘just one more picture’. And f inally  
my thanks and appreciation to the wonderful committee members, Jack ie Heisler, Barb 
Israels, Kay MacKenzie, Judy Mastenbrook, Pat Tysse, Eloise VanHeest and Bette 
Williams. They signed on to work on this project not know ing what they were getting 
into, but w illingly giving many hours to participating in meetings, making phone calls 
and sending emails.  
 

In the near future the Directory w ill be available online, accessible only to our members 
and w ill be password protected. We w ill keep you informed as this happens. 
 

It is our hope that this book—hard copy and online—will be a helpful tool for our 
congregation in the coming years.                                               
                                                                                                         Judy B., Project  Chair  
 
 
                    (spa-SEE-ba) 
 

Th ank  you , Hope Ch ur ch , for the support you’ve given us while we proceed w ith the 
adoption of our children. With assistance from the Deacons’ Fund, volleyball group, 
friends, and family, we were able to max out the airline scales and take two suitcases 
full of much-needed supplies to orphans in Russia. Everything from underwear to w inter 
coats, toothbrushes to art supplies, were distributed while we visited there. We were 
immediately rewarded by your generosity; the smile and “ look-at-my-new-coat”  actions 
of one child in our group who was frustrated (and cold) due to a broken/ non-repairable 
zipper. Thanks also to the friends who have helped us establish the Engle Adoption 
Account at Macataw a Bank, and a blog site (RussianStarf ish.wordpress.com). Soon we 
w ill have the site up and running for those who would like to learn more about our 
journey and its progress. Most especially, thank you for you prayers and 
encouragement. Your interest and enthusiasm are priceless.  

Peace and blessings, 
Ellen and Todd E. 
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FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

Do you  enjoy the flowers in the sanctuary each Sunday? We are blessed to be able 
to express the beau ty of God’s natu re in  our  worship services. If you  wou ld l ike to 
be a par t  of the flower ministry, please sign up in the Gather ing Area on the flower 
calendar  on the main bu llet in  board. Celebrate a special occasion in your  family, or 
give flowers in honor  or  memory of a loved one. A shor t  note will be included in the 
bu llet in  for  your  celebrat ion or  memor ial. We have flor ists who assist  us for  a fee, 
or  you  can deliver  your  own arrangement. Call Joyce Teusink  with quest ions or  for  
more details. Thank  you  for  mak ing our  worship service even more vibrant ! 

COMMUNITY FYI  
 

Thursday , J anuary  7 and Monday, J anuary  11, 7:30 p.m .:  
Bil ingual in format ion meet ings and registrat ion for  winter  classes of the Reciprocal  
Language Par t nersh i p, which pairs people who want to learn English with people who 
want to learn Spanish, facil itated by a teacher . Classes are two hours on Thursday 
evenings, January 21 - Apr il 22 at  First  Presbyter ian Church, 659 State St ., Holland. 
Contact  Melissa Roessing, melissaroessing@hotmail.com or  at  (616) 392-9022, or  
Roberto Venegas, venegasbeto@gmail.com or  at  (616) 633-8540. 
  

Fr i day , J anuary  8, 7:00 p.m .: 
General meet ing of the Al l i ance for  Cul t ural  and Et hn i c Harm ony, open to the 
public at  the Center  for  Women in Transit ion, 411 Bu tternu t , Holland. Bil l Freeman of 
The Journey Church will present “ Fai t h , Inner  Fai t h , and In t er fai t h .”  Call 392-5549 
or  396-2201 for  more informat ion. 
 

Fr i day , J anuary  15-Sat urday , J anuary  23: 
Ci v i l  Ri gh t s Celebrat i on  week  at  Hope College, “dedicated to all persons and groups 
who have worked toward the advancement of civil r ights and social just ice.”  Details 
from Office of Mu lt icu ltu ral Educat ion, www.ome@hope.edu  or  call (616) 395-7867.  
·   J anuary  18: From the Mouth of a King, sponsored by Black  Student Union, 

present ing throughou t the campus selected speeches of Dr . King and slide shows of 
major  events of h is l ife. 

·  J anuary  19, 7:00 p.m .: Film and discussion, “Who Killed Vincent Chin?”; 
sponsored by Hope’s Asian Perspect ive Associat ion. At  Fr ied Hemenway 
Auditor ium, Martha Miller  Center . 

·  J anuary  20, 11:00 a.m .: Civil Rights Commemorat ive March, (co-sponsored by 
Delta Sigma Theta), beginning at  Graves Hall and ending at  Martha Miller  Center . 

·  J anuary  21, 7:00 p.m .: Open Mic Night , sponsored by La Raza Unida. At  Fr ied 
Hemenway Auditor ium, Martha Miller  Center . 

·  J anuary  22 &  23: Film, “The Stoning of Soraya M.”; sponsored by Social Act ivit ies 
Commit tee; based on a t rue story of a woman falsely accused in Iran. 

 
This informat ion is provided by t he All iance for Cult ural and Et hnic Harmony (ACEH). 
Event s List  is also post ed on t he ACEH websi t e, www.harmonyalliance.org. 
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WOULD YOU BE WILLING...to make coffee, set  up 
tables for  Pizza Sunday, pu t  bu llet ins ou t , etc.?? 
As you  have observed, Ric Belt ran is a hard worker  and 
a great  custodian for  Hope Church. There are t imes 
when he is unavailable, whether  it ’s for  a vacat ion or  an 
il lness. We wou ld l ike to have a “team in the wings” for 
just  such occasions. We are look ing for  a few teams 
(two people on each team) who wou ld volunteer  to work  
a Sunday morning, or  come in dur ing the week  to set 
up or  tear  down a room. If you  are will ing to be  “on 
call”, there wou ld be t rain ing with Ric and wr it ten 
instruct ions available. Please call Laur ie in  the church 
office (392-7947) if you  are will ing to volunteer ! 

THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING 

 

We received a total of 
$2,735.25 in 

Thanksgiving Offer ings. 
We sent  the Holland Free 

Health Clin ic an in it ial 
contr ibu t ion of $2,000 in 

Ju ly and $735.25 on 
December 16. 

� � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 
 � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � 
 � � �
 

You are i nvi t ed t o join  us at  a FREE even t ! 
An evening with Walt  Mueller  from the Center  for  Parent  You th Understanding 

Fr iday, February 19th, 7:00—9:00 p.m. 
Chr ist  Memor ial Church Chapel, 595 Graafschap Rd., Holland 

� � �� � �� � � 	 �
 � �� 
 � � �� � �� � � �
Working w ith Teenagers Who Adore Me, Myself , and I 

 

It ’s been said that we become what we worship. Our call ing as parents and you th  
workers is to lead and equ ip k ids to worship and give glory to God, both  now and for  
the rest  of their  l ives. However, ou r  you th cu ltu re, adu lt  cu ltu re, and even our  church 
cu ltu re seem to promote narcissist ic worship of the holy t r in ity of me, myself and I. We 
live in a wor ld that promotes self-idolatry as well as strong feelings of ent it lement, 
mater ialism, and selfishness. This just  might  be the greatest  challenge to the 
immediate and long-term effect iveness of ou r  ministr ies. In th is seminar , Walt  Mueller  
wil l lead you  to an understanding of narcissism, its dynamics, and how it ’s molding 
and shaping both k ids and cu ltu re. In addit ion, he’l l suggest  st rategies for  effect ively 
leading k ids to pursue an integrated faith that  directs worship to the Father , Son, and 
Holy Spir it ...rather  than self! 
 

There wi l l  be a fan t ast i c resource t able and t im e for  your  quest ions! 

NURSERY NEWS – AN INVITATION 
 

Thank you  to the you th interns and adu lts who have staffed the nursery th is fall. Once 
again we are ask ing for  adu lts to sign up to help in the nursery. Adu lts of all ages can 
share their  gifts with these young ones. Sign up with a fr iend if you  wou ld feel more 
comfor table. There are always you th to help with the lift ing and chasing. The children 
love readers, laps to sit  in and someone to give them special at tent ion. Please contact 
Jocelyn Van Heest  if you  have any quest ions of how you  cou ld be of service. Sign up on 
the sheet in  the Gather ing Area or  contact  Jocelyn at  church. Thanks for  consider ing 
being a par t  of th is nur tu r ing ministry. Come enjoy the you th of Hope Church and it ’s 
youngest  members. 



CIRCLES 
 

Ci rcle 1 (R. Snow) 
Wednesday , Decem ber  2 

 9:30 a.m . 
 

No Ci rcle 2 i n  J anuary  
 

Ci rcle 4  
Wednesday , J anuary  13  

7:00 p.m . 
(Kat hy  Sher i dan) 
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EPIPHANY SUNDAY FOR THE CHILDREN 
 

On January 3, the Church School class will meet together  for  a special Epiphany 
celebrat ion. They wil l hear  stor ies, decorate the Epiphany cakes, and help prepare for  
the par ty after  the service. The 4 th and 5 th graders will get  ready for  their  par t icipat ion 
in the worship celebrat ion. 
 

Dur ing the 11AM worship service, children in Kindergar ten through 5 th grade will  
remain in worship and the younger ch ildren will meet in  their  worship center  as 
usual. �

HOPE CHURCH READERS 
 

The Hope Church Readers meet on the 
th ird Wednesday of the month to 
discuss books selected by the members.  

 

J anuary  20, 2010 
Made i n  t h e USA 

By Billie Letts 
Led by Nancy VandeWater  

FROM THE  
FELLOWSHIP FILES 

 

Pizza Sunday will be on January 
31. To replenish ou r  soda supply, 
donat i ons are needed!  Br ing in a 
six pack  or  two of your  favor ite 
soda to the church office anyt ime!  
We st i l l  encourage those who wish 
to do so to enjoy the ice water  
which will be provided as both a 
h eal t h y an d  en vi r on m en t al l y 
fr iendly opt ion. 

GOT AN IDEA?  

If you ’ve got  a suggest ion for  the life of Hope Church or  ou r  contr ibu t ion to the 
community and wor ld around us—but you ’re not  su re who to talk  to, send your  idea to 
the Ideas Ministry. Use our  online form, available from the “Ministr ies” or  “Contact  Us” 
tabs on: www.HopeChurchRCA.org,   or pick  up a paper  form in the office. 

 
A good idea w ill keep you aw ake during the morning, but a great idea w ill keep you 
aw ake during the night.                                                                   Mar ilyn Vos Savant  

COFFEE TIME! 
 

This is a caring outreach and fellowship opportunity 
for residents and their friends at different locations 
to meet with the pastors and other congregation 
members and staff. Two or three staff members will 
be present, Care Group/ Congregational Care 
Ministry representat ive(s), and any other 
congregation members who would like to attend. The 
next Coffee Time will be at Resthaven on 40th Street, 
on Tuesday, January 12, 2010, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Mark your calendar, and come to socialize for an 
hour! 
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AND FINALLY… 

  

 

1Lill ian Daniel, Tell It Like It Is: Reclaiming the Practice of Testimony (Herndon, Virgin ia: The Alban Inst itu te, 2006), xiv. 

When I first  discovered the NPR ser ies 
Speaking of Faith a number of years 
ago, I remember think ing: we need to 
do more of th is in  the church. I know 
there are Chr ist ian t radit ions that  
make a regu lar  pract ice of shar ing 
test imonies in worship or   where people 
find it  easy to weave into everyday 
conversat ion the th ings of God, the 
quest ions of faith, the movement of the 
Spir it  in  and through their  
l ives. That  hasn’t  been 
h i s t or i ca l l y  t r u e f or  
m a i n l i n e  p r o t es t a n t  
churches, especially those 
of us with roots in  ethnic 
groups known for  their  
sense of personal reserve. 
Many of us l ive by the 
motto “act ions speak  louder  
than words.” 
 

I count  it  a great  pr ivilege 
to worship in a community 
that  places such a strong emphasis on 
social just ice and on mission and 
ou treach. I am regu lar ly amazed to see 
how act ive the members of Hope 
Church are in the life of ou r  community 
and in ou treach effor ts that  reach far  
beyond the confines of th is small town. 
I appreciate the humility that  keeps 
people from drawing at tent ion to those 
effor ts and yet  I find myself longing for  
us to know each other  bet ter . I want to 
hear  these stor ies of the way that  faith  
r u n s deep in  t h e l i ves of ou r  
membersh ip and is expressed in 
tangible and meaningfu l ways in the 
wor ld. 
 

I am convinced that shar ing the stor ies 
of ou r  l ives and the test imonies of ou r 
faith can infuse our community with a 

renewed sense of vitality, energy, and 
connect ion. It  sparks my interest  to 
read Mark  Laman’s ar t icle th is month 
on The Charter  of Compassion. It  got 
me th ink ing abou t the ways I sense the 
movement of God in my life when I read 
Mary VanAndel’s ar t icle in  November 
abou t her  decision to t ransfer  her  
ordinat ion to the Presbyter ian Church 
USA. You  may have not iced the Health 

Ministry ar t icle Andrew 
was asked to wr ite in  th is 
issue abou t how he seeks 
to find balance in l i fe. The 
value is not  just  the way 
that  these ar t icles pu t  
f o r w a r d  i d ea s  t h a t  
st imu late our  th ink ing. It  
is in  the way that  we now 
k now someth ing more 
abou t each one of the 
people who shared these 
stor ies of l ife and faith. 
 

I’m eager  to see how some plans for  a 
Lenten small group and a spr ing Adu lt  
Educat ion offer ing weave a component 
of storytell ing into their  t ime together . 
I’d love to see a regu lar  Speaking of 
Faith column in the Hope Church News 
that  members of ou r  community wr ite. 
In these and hopefu lly other  ways, we 
are invited to give voice to the faith that 
is with in us and the movement of the 
Spir it  that  gu ides our  l ives. I don’t  want 
it  to be said of us that  “beau t ifu l stor ies 
of God float  th rough the chu rch 
unspoken.”1 Let ’s speak  up and let  
those stor ies be heard. 
 
Grace to you  and peace, 
 

I  want  t o hear  
t hese st or i es of  t he 
way  t hat  fai t h  runs 
deep i n  t he l i ves of  
our  m em bersh ip 
and i s expressed i n  
t angible and 
m ean ingful  ways i n  
t he wor ld. 
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3     No Early Worship or 
             H.S. Church School 
  9:40  Chancel Choir 
  9:40  Church School/Nursery 
11:00  Worship 
11:15  No CIW except the  
                      Preschool Center 

4   
 
 
 

5 
 
11:00  Exercise 

6     
 6:15  Men’s Breakfast 
 8:00  Taizé 
 9:00  Circle 1 (R. Snow)   
 6:15  Stewardship & Finance 
 7:00  Chancel Choir 
 7:30  Adult Ed. Task Force 

7 
  
 
  7:00  Consistory Special Mtg. 
  7:00  Volleyball @  
 First United Methodist Church 

8       
 
 
 
  
      

9   
   
 
 

10   8:30  Early Worship 
  9:40  Chancel Choir 
  9:40  Church School/Nursery 
11:00  Worship 
11:00  Installation & Ordination of  
           new Consistory Members 
11:15  Children in Worship 
 6:30  Fish Club 
 6:30  High Hopes 

 11  
 
 
5:30 Orientation for new       
             Consistory members 
7:00  Consistory     

12   
10:30 Coffee Time at 
          Resthaven on 40th St. 
11:00  Exercise 

13   
  6:15  Men’s Breakfast 
  8:00  Taizé 
 
  5:15  Carillon Choir 
  6:30  Lent Planning meeting 
  7:00  Circle 4 (K. Sheridan) 

14 
   
 
  6:00  Brim Bunch Dinner    

  7:00  Volleyball @    
 First United Methodist Church 

15 
 
       
 
 
    

16    
“Quiet Morning” 
Prayer Retreat 

8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Location TBA 

 17     
  8:30  Early Worship 
  9:40  Chancel Choir 
  9:40  Church School/Nursery 
11:00  Worship 
11:15  Children in Worship 
12:15  Congregational Meeting 

18 
 
 
  
  5:00  Outreach & Hospitality 
  6:00  Fellowship 
  7:00  Congregational Care 
  

19 
 
11:00  Exercise 
 
 

20   
  6:15  Men’s Breakfast 
  8:00  Taizé 
 

  1:00  Hope Church Readers 
 

  7:00  Chancel Choir 

21 
  
 
  5:00  Personnel 
  7:00 Volleyball @  
 First United Methodist Church 

22    
  
       
 
 
      
    Diners Club 

23 
  

24     
  8:30  Early Worship 
  9:40  Chancel Choir 
  9:40  Church School/Nursery 
11:00  Worship 
11:15  Children in Worship 
  6:30  Fish Club 
 

25  
 
 
 
 7:30  Worship, Prayer, and  
            Spirituality Ministry 

26   
    
11:00  Exercise 
 
     
   
   

27    
  6:15  Men’s Breakfast 
  8:00  Taizé 
 
  5:15  Carillon Choir 
 
   

28 
 
 
    
  7:00 Volleyball @  
 First United Methodist Church 

29  
         

30  
 
   

31    PIZZA SUNDAY 
       BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC  
  8:30  Early Worship   
  9:40  Chancel Choir 
10:40  Nursery 
11:00  Worship 
12:15  Pizza Sunday 

 
 

     

Church Office 
closed ~ 

HAPPY 

 

High Hopes CranHill Weekend  

Fish Club CranHill Weekend  


