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ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

6:00 p.m. Sharing Supper

We begin out time together Ash Wednesday sharing in conversation and
fellowship over a simple supper of soup, salad, and bread. The fellowship
ministry will host this meal so you do not need to bring anything but
yourselves and perhaps a friend!

7:00 p.m. Sharing Worship

The Season of Lent begins with this service of scripture, prayer, and
meditation. The imposition of ashes is an ancient symbol that calls us
into this season of reflection. There will not be a morning Taizé service
on February 17..

150th ANNIVERSARY for HOPE CHURCH in 2012
~would YOU like to help with the plans?

While there are various apocalyptic world-ending forecasts circulating the internet
about 2012, at Hope Church we have a much more celebrative and gratitude-filled
event to look forward to: a 150th Anniversary for Hope Church RCA! (do the math and
you'll be correct to mark 1862 as the founding of Hope Church). And while 2012 is a
little ways away, it’'s close enough to be time now to start planning a celebration. The
Consistory would like to gather an Anniversary Committee to brainstorm ideas to mark
Hope Church’s 150 years of ministry, and look for ways to carry those plans forward.
There are already several people interested in this joyful project, and you are invited to
join your voice to this group. Please contact Pastor Gordon Wiersma or the church
office (392-7947) if you are interested. The plan is for the 150th Anniversary
Committee to find a time to meet initially in February, so please respond right away
(by Sunday, February 7). This will be an opportunity to give thanks to God for guiding
Hope Church in 150 years of faithful ministry and looking to what God is calling us to
in the years ahead ~ watch for news as the 150th Anniversary plans unfold...
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TAIZE-STYLE SERVICE OF PRAYER AND COMMUNION

Wednesdays from 8:00 to 8:30 a.m.

All are invited to participate in this time of song, scripture, silence, and sacrament. The
service takes place in the sanctuary throughout the year.

There will be no Taizé service on Wednesday, February 17.

ADULT EDUCATION

BIBLE STUDY: PAUL'SLETTER TO THE ROMANS

Sundays through February 14 9:40 a.m. Room 106
Paul’s letter to the Romans is one of the most influential books in the development of
Christian faith as well as Christian theological reflection and practice. In the 4th
century it was at the heart of St. Augustine’s decision to embrace the Christian faith.
Twelve centuries later it led Martin Luther to a radical reinterpretation of Christianity.
When John Wesley heard Luther’s preface to the book in the eighteenth century, his
heart was “strangely warmed” and Methodism came to life.

You are invited to join the conversation, led by Beverly Zell, around this historic and
powerful letter. We'll look at each of the following questions and selected texts:
February 7: How Can | Keep From Singing? (Romans 10:1-21)
February 14: What Does God Want from Us? (Romans 12:1-21)

Plan now to join us weekly or for as many sessions as you are able. Just one friendly
cautionary note: It’'s been said that those who have gone before us in the study of
Romans rarely emerged unchanged.

SIMPLY CHRISTIAN: WHY CHRISTIANITY MAKES SENSE

Sundays through February 14 9:40 a.m. Commons |
In this video- and discussion-based series we’'ll learn about the reasonableness of
Christianity for our world today. Have you ever wondered why humans in all places
and times have yearned for beauty, truth, spirituality and justice?

In the videos, Bishop N.T. Wright affirms that we hear the echoes of God® voice in the
world, in the children of Israel and Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Spirit today. As
we connect to God® voice in worship, prayer, scripture and the church, we are led into
"abundant life."

The schedule of topics is as follows:
February 7: Worship and Prayer for Christians
February 14: The Church— Believing and Belonging

Bishop N.T. Wright is one of today®@ best known and respected New Testament
scholars and Christian speakers. He currently serves as Bishop of Durham, England.
His recent book, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense, is the basis of this
video series. Marlin Vander Wilt and Keith Derrick will co-lead this adult education
series.

(Adult Education schedule continues on page 3)
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(Adult Education schedule continued from page 2)

ACTS OF DIVERSITY
February 21 through March 28 Room 106
This study of the book of Acts, led by Ed Anderson, will focus on how the Holy Spirit moved
the infant church from a small homogeneous group to an organism that included the cultural
and ethnic diversity of the world. Acts also honestly records the ensuing conflicts that
incorporation of diversity engendered. It is a book of special relevance to today’s church.
February 21: How Pentecost radically diversified the infant church (Acts 1-2)
February 28: The shadow side of diversity (Acts 3-6)

March 7: Diversifying leadership (Acts 6-7)

March 14: Geographical diversification of the church (Acts 8-11:18)

March 21: A diversified “consistory” launches intentional international mission
(Acts 11:19-14:28)

March 28: The Jerusalem Conference: The outcomes and costs of conflict resolution

(Acts 14-18:22)

THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS
February 21 through March 28 Commons |
Forgiveness has the power to release people from cycles of revenge and open doors to
reconciliation and restoration. Milt Nieuwsma and Judy Parr will lead discussions based on
the PBS DVD The Power of Forgiveness.

February 21: A Brief History of Responses to Evil-Doers

February 28: What We Can Learn about Forgiveness from the Amish

March 7: Forgiveness and Justice in Response to the Holocau st
March 14: Forgiveness and Emotional Health: Responses to 9/ 11
March 21: Forgiveness and Reconciliation

March 28: The Truth and Reconciliation in South Africa

WEDNESDAY EVENING LENT SERIES
March 3, 10, 17, 24

Dinner: 5:45pm

Evening Program: 6:30pm

Each evening of the Lent series will begin with a time of fellowship around a dinner

for all ages. The program begins at 6:30pm. Jocelyn VanHeest, our Children’s
Ministry Coordinator, will provide an activity and time for play for the children. Two
adult offerings will be available. One will be a service of Taize music, prayer, and
Bible study on the coming week’s scripture lessons. The second will be a small group
who will work together to create and share their spiritual autobiographies. See the
March newsletter or church bulletin for more details and an opportunity to sign up.

GOING OUT OF TOWN?

The Post Office now requires us to pay full postage for any

returned bulk mail items (such as newsletters!) from our \)
members and friends who temporarily change their address. If \\—«

you are having your mail forwarded to a seasonal address for any

length of time, please let the church office know so we can avoid these returned

mail fees.
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YOU'RE ALWAYS WELCOME FROM THE 10TH STREET HOUSE
AT MENTORING TEAM:

EARLY WORSHIP One of our residents in the 10th Street

8:30 A.M. IN THE COMMONS House is allergic to dust and needs a

INEFORMAL & INTERACTIVE WORSH|P | vacuum cleaner. Anyone able to donate

COMMUNION GELEBRATED WEEKLY | % Veebur ceehe n 1od working o
KID FRIENDLY! g sy y g

it to the church office. Thank you!

COFFEE TIME!

This is a caring outreach and fellowship opportunity for residents and their friends at
different locations to meet with the pastors and other congregation members and staff. Two
or three staff members will be present, Care Group/ Congregational Care Ministry
representative(s), and any other congregation members who would like to attend. The next
Coffee Time will be at Freedom Village, on Tuesday, February 9, 2010, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Mark your calendar, and come to socialize for an hour!

SPENDING UNSPENT FUNDS ~
A PLEASANT CHALLENGE FOR 2010!

Tasks come to us in various forms, but for Hope Church deciding in 2010 how to

spend $55,000 in Unspent Funds is a welcome challenge to have! This plan was

presented at the Congregational Meeting on January 17, and the Stewardship &

Finance Ministry and Consistory want the entire congregation to be aware of this

opportunity and process.

* How do we have this money to spend?
Over the past several years, responsible budgeting and generous giving has
allowed Hope Church to have our income exceed expenses. These Unspent
Funds have accumulated slowly, with a significant boost of income over
expenses for 2009. It has been helpful to have the Unspent Funds as a buffer in
the midst of these uncertain economic times, but S&F Ministry and the
Consistory believe we have come to a point that it is wise to use a portion of
these funds to creatively support our ministry. While a portion of the funds will
still be retained as a buffer to support the yearly budget if needed, there is
$55,000 available for ministry ideas.

* What ideas do you have for ministry?
The Consistory is brainstorming with our Ministries and congregation to
disburse the Unspent Funds in meaningful ways. Some of the ideas taking
shape are: give a portion to Community & World for mission/ service support;
provide support to the youth ministry/ improvements to the youth room;
advertise Hope Church’s ministry in our community; designate funds to build
the Endowment; support multicultural initiatives and learning; funding for
Worship Arts; seed money for Hope Church’s 150th Anniversary celebration in
2012!
Do these ideas resonate with you? What are your ideas? Your input is
welcomed, and the Consistory intends to have a plan approved by March.
Contact a Consistory member or the Pastors with your ideas and feedback.
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THANK YOU
THANK, YOQU

Once again the beautiful voices of Hope Church members blessed me with their lovely singing of

Christmas songs. The poinsettia plant, the cookies and cards, along with the beautiful singing

made for a most wonderful day. My many thanks and best wishes for the New Year. Love,
Winnie H.

Dear Carolers,
Just a little thanks for a giant blessing. You brought such joy to my afternoon! It was one of the
highlights of the season! Sincerely,

Leola R.

Thanks to all of the writers of the Advent Devotional booklet. | was blessed by your insights,
thoughts, and prayers. | hope this will be an ongoing project.
Ann A.

To all of you who placed cards, notes, and candies in the Christmas bags for those of us who

don’t get out much anymore, | wish to express my appreciation. You have no idea what pleasure

it brought as | read the notes and cards over and over again. The carolers sang out in great

harmony and with my raspy voice | tried to join in now and then. Thank you, everyone, for your
thoughtfulness.

Ruth G.

P.S. By the way, the poinsettia is still in bloom.

Thank you, Hope Church Friends, for all the cards, the lasagna, and the prayers we received
from you during Jill®@ mother® iliness and after her passing.
Peace and Love,

Norman, Jill, Jenna and Nicholas C.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Hope Church,

| write to express my sincere thanks to the congregation of Hope Church for your generous
Christmas offering on behalf of the children and families of the Newton and Jui Amputee Camps
in Sierra Leone. (The total offering was $6,705.78.) Because of your extraordinary generosity,
more than 50 children will receive a hew school uniform and a full year of schooling. What joy
this will bring to them and to their families!

Permit me to say that in opening the doors of Hope Church to me, first through the Brim Bunch
and then in worship on December 20, you have demonstrated not only your recognition of the
sufferings of the amputees but also your willingness to invest in their lives and to restore dignity
and esteem to a people struggling with shame, anger, and frustration in a battered sense of self.

Let me assure you that by your donation you have given voice to the silenced, strength to the
weak, love and compassion to the aggrieved, healing to the broken-hearted, peace to the
tormented, and hope for a brighter tomorrow.

It is my hope that over the coming summer, David Klooster and | will travel to the amputee
camps in Sierra Leone to oversee the hiring of a tailor to sew school uniforms and to make
arrangements personally to enroll the children in school. We promise to use your gifts with the
utmost integrity to be certain that it is spent—every penny—for the cause to which you have
donated. We hope to bring you fond memories from Sierra Leone and photos of the children
ready and equipped for the academic challenge of the future.

Once again, thank you so much for your kindness, and may God richly bless you.
Yours faithfully, Ernest Cole
Department of English
Hope College
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HOPE CHURCH HEALTH MINISTRY:

“Take It Easy on Yourself”

If there is anything that consistently moves us in our

work in Health Ministries, it is the clear vision of the

attention Christ paid to healing as well as teaching

during His life. This month, Health Ministries would like Health Ministry
to offer some winter season thoughts for the post

Christmas season.

Winter is a period that seems naturally to prompt staying indoors and staying warm -
a hibernating season. The winter solstice really is an opportunity to look inward, to
surface with some earnestness those things in our lives we would like to change. This
is a very personally driven opportunity in that no one knows what and why as much
as each of us individually does. | offer my “Take It Easy On Yourself” paradigm to
accompany the opportunity to look inward. The paradigm is really a cop out to
compromise but it works. Whatever the change is that you envision, settle on a
compromise that falls in between where you are now and where you would like to be.
Treating yourself with some tenderness in not forcing the whole leap, but moving
toward your goal often allows for success to be achieved. Once there, the patterns you
have put in place will allow you to move the next distance.

Two changes often felt to be needed at this time of year are weight and exercise. | offer
some good snippets to keep in mind for these:

- Keep in mind, fitness is good for your heart, lungs, bones, and joints. It lowers
your risk for heart attack, diabetes, high blood pressure, and some cancers. It
can help you to sleep better, handle stress better, and stay mentally sharp.
There really are good reasons for each of us to have fitness as a goal.

Walking is one of the best fitness activities. Experts recommend at least 2 %
hours of moderate activity (such as brisk walking, brisk cycling, or yard work) a
week. It is fine to walk in spurts of 10 minutes or more throughout your day
and week.
Start a pattern of activity at a time you are able/ likely to maintain.
Downsizing in portion size, a little at a time, is one of the single, best good
nutrition, good weight actions you can take.
The Pyramid vision for food (www.mypyramid.gov/ pyramid) includes these
recommendations (and also other, specific information by age and gender):
* Grains. Get 3 oz. whole grain bread, cereal, pasta daily. Look for the
‘whole’ before grain in the name.
* Veggies. Eat more that are dark green, more orange, more dried beans &
peas.
* Fruits. Eat a variety. Go easy on fruit juices.
* Milk. Low Fat or Fat Free.
* Meat & Beans. Go lean on protein. Bake, broil or grill. Vary your choices
with more fish, beans, peas, nuts.

Many of us have at least a little bit of healing we might seek for ourselves. Our
Christian faith will help that healing to happen.

Norma Killilea for Health Ministries
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BRIM BUNCH

Thursday, February 11th is the date of the next Brim Bunch meeting which will
be held in the Commons at 6:00 p.m. By popular request, Dr. Don Luidens will be our
speaker and his topic will be “Afghanistan Revisited”. You won’t want to miss this!

A potluck dinner will precede the meeting and members are asked to bring a
casserole, salad, or dessert ample enough for eight people. Singles are reminded that
doubling up on dishes is encouraged. Those who have no way to purchase or home-
cook food may make a donation of $7.00 in place of bringing a dish. Rolls and fruit
will be purchased with this money.

Callers will take reservations which are to be in by Monday, February 8th. The
welcome mat is out for any new members or guests. If you are not on a calling list, call
Lois Boersma at 396-7247 for a reservation.

POETRY BOOK BY RANDY SMIT: BETWEEN STORM AND STILLNESS
“Poetry remains, for me, a pathway to peace, freedom and healing. Between Storm and
Stillness is a collection of poems and musings that simply represent my efforts to navigate life
with honesty and energy. | trust that an authentic soul® search for God, faith, love, truth and
healing are plainly offered here -- with equal parts of hope and longing.”

Randy Smit is an ordained Pastor and former Professor of Philosophy. His journey with
neuromuscular disease continues to shape, but not define, his spiritual journey and ministry
to the community. He is a freelance writer, preacher, poet and facilitator of Compassionate
Connection, a practice-based approach to building empathic relationships. Randy and his
wife Jill live in Holland, Michigan and are members of Hope Church.

Between Storm and Stillness is now available at www.createspace.com/ 3391341

QRNINNNNRNNNRINNNRINNNRNNRNRNNRNR

IT'S A GRAND NIGHT FOR

SINGING!

Sponsored by the
David and Carol Myers Foundation,
David and Jayne VerlLee,
and Paul and Jacki Kleinheksel

Saturday, February 6, 2010
7:30 p.m. at Hope Church
Ryan Kelly,
Interim Artistic Director

Ay %‘ hre
r,'!f?"'r

A concert of opera choruses, musical

theatre choruses, and solo and duet CIRCLES
arias not to be missed! An additional _
highlight of this concert will be the Circle 1

appearance of the inaugural winners of Wednesday, February 3, 9:30 a.m.

the Nicholas Loren Vocal Scholarship
Competition.
Go to www.hollandchorale.org for ticket
information

JIRNNNNINNRINNNNRNNNRINNRIN

Circle 4
Wednesday, February 10, 7:00 p.m.
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FROM THE FELLOWSHIP FILES

Volleyball: Thursdays at 7:00pm
Every Thursday night at the United

Methodist Church at 7:00 p.m., Hope
Church members and friends get together
to play volleyball. If you haven't been part
of Thursday evening volleyball yet this
season, this is the month to join us!

February 21: Bowling

Fellowship Ministry is hosting a bowling
event from 2-4 p.m. at Century Lanes.
The cost is $8/ person and includes two
games and shoes. Please sign up by
February 7 so we know how many lanes
to reserve. A sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board in the Gathering Area.
Contact Tim Housel if you have any
questions.

February 28: Pizza Sunday

Hosting Pizza Sunday is an easy and
rewarding way to support the Fellowship
Ministry here at Hope Church. Look for
the signup sheet in the Gathering Area or
call the church office (392-7947) to sign
up to host. Another simple way you can
support this ministry is with your pop
donations. We'll see you for Pizza on
Sunday, February 28th!

FEBRUARY 2010
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CAMP APPLICATIONS

Summer will come, sooner than you
think! Applications are available in the
church office for Camp Geneva and Cran
Hill Ranch. These Michigan RCA camps
offer wonderful opportunities to meet new
friends, have fun and adventure, and
draw closer to God.
Pick up your application soon to
participate in the camp experience!

Attention families of 5th graders:

Scholarships are available for your

child ~ contact Gordon Wiersma in
the church office (392-7947).
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PAYC FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES

PAYC (Parents and Young Children) would like to invite all families with children from
birth through elementary school to a potluck and play night on Friday, February 19
at 6:00 p.m. in the Commons. We will enjoy a simple meal together and time to play.

On Friday, February 26, PAYC will sponsor a morning play group from 10:00-11:30
a.m. We will enjoy a simple activity, snack, stories, and a time to play.

HOPE CHURCH READERS

The Hope Church Readers will be discussing a fascinating novel of Malaysia in the time
of World War Il. The Gift of Rain is the work of Tan Twan Eng, a man who knows
Malaysia well. The group meets at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 17, in
Commons Il. Newcomers are welcome! Discussion will be led by Ruth D.

You are invited to join us at a FREE
event!
An evening with Walt Mueller from the
Center for Parent Youth Understanding
Friday, February 19th, 7:00—9:00 p.m.
Christ Memorial Church Chapel,
595 Graafschap Rd., Holland

Working with Teenagers Who Adore Me,
Myself, and |

We live in a world that promotes self-
idolatry as well as strong feelings of
entitlement, materialism, and
selfishness. This just might be the
greatest challenge to the immediate

and long-term effectiveness of our
ministries. In this seminar, Walt
Mueller will lead you to an

understanding of narcissism, its
dynamics, and how it's molding and
shaping both kids and culture. In
addition, he'll suggest strategies for
effectively leading kids to pursue an
integrated faith that directs worship to
the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit...rather than self!

There will be a fantastic resource
table and time for your questions!

SPRING BREAK MISSION TRIP

*More than 1.1 billion people lack access to safe

water.

*Every day 25,000 people die from having an

inadequate or contaminated water supply.

*Every 15 seconds a child under age 5 dies from a

water-related illness.
One company who is working hard to change these
statistics is Water Missions International in
Charleston, South Carolina. WMI has supplied safe
water to over a million people in 32 foreign
countries, and most recently has been working two
shifts to provide Water Treatment Systems to the
people of Haiti.

Everyone can help with this global water crisis by
donating time, talent, and/ or treasure.
*A Hope Church Work Team is being formed to go
to Water Missions and to build water filtration

systems.

*Dates: April 5-9

*25 Hope Church members have already
tentatively signed up for this trip, and the

maximum group size is 30.
*If you are interested, please email or call Larry
or Karen Mulder:

*There will be a planning and information
meeting on Sunday, February 21, in the
Garden Lounge following the 11 o’clock
worship service.
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It is February. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. Already? I@ afraid it
could seem trite to use the “time flies” view about this, but Lent is a season that, year
by year, | do feel rushed into. | suspect that has something to do with still wanting to
hold onto and be held by something of Christmas and Epiphany, or maybe just
needing some ordinary time. But year by year, Lent is a blessing once it is here and |
enter into it, and it enters into me—the Spirit using liturgical time to speak to our
times. Three years ago, a poem came to me to move into Lent time—it responds to the
lectionary texts for the 1st Sunday of Lent, Year C. We are in Year C again; I've shared
this poem with you before; | am sharing it again; it’'s time...

Life and Times of a Wandering Aramean
~ Deuteronomy 26:1-11 & Luke 4:1-13

it’s in the genes, it seems, the wandering.
an Aramean, |, by spiritual heredity -
as much in the DNA as anything else.

it’s nice to think, sometimes,
that the wandering is only of the Exodus sort:
journeying from bondage to freedom,
crying ended with honey balm
and whole milk too;

destination promised.

but upon further review
we Arameans (welcome to the family!)
have wander-lust enough to fill a lifetime
(a desert by any other name);
as prone to travel into bondage,
as apt to mourn our manna
and bite the hand that feeds;

anything to stay lost.

AND FINALLY..

it’s in the genes, it seems, the wandering.
and there are genes in that One,
cell and Spirit.
a wandering into ours,
an Exodus into bondage,
emptiness and nourishment fused,;

journey joined.

it’s Who the wander-lust in us Arameans

kept us from finding :
(the Devil is in the directions, and on top of the temple t00),

so instead the wandering is embraced :

(time to wash our genes)

and the Traveler refuses to leave us lost;

destination found.

Gordon Wiersma, Lent 2007
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