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Neighborhood

lce Cream Social
Sunday, August 22

4:00-6:00 p.m.
Washington School Park
- (corner of 11th and Maple) N
Lo Sponsored by Tk
Hope Church
i Everyone Welcome ~ -

See You There!

Bring your own chair!

HOPE CHURCH PICNIC ~ September 12
1:.00 p.m. Kollen Park

Please bring:

Meat to grill
Potluck dish to pass
Your own table service
Lawn chairs, if desired
Beverages will be provided

Sign up in the Gathering Area

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADVANCE NOTICE
The church office will be closed on Monday, September 6 for the Labor Day holiday.
Fall office hours will resume on Tuesday, September 7:
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
The fall schedule of 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services
will begin on Sunday, September 12.
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COMING ON WEDNESDAYS IN OCTOBER!
Evening meal, Bible Study and Small Group

Watch for activities for children and youth as well.

More information will be available in
the Christian Education Brochure in late August.

FROM THE FELLOWSHIP FILES:

Donations of pop are urgently needed for Pizza Sundays. Our next Pizza Sunday is
August 29 ~ why not bring some soda with you, or drop some off at church anytime
during regular office hours. Thank you!

KIDS HOPE USA  ARE YOU THE MISSING PIECE?

'MENTORS and PRAYER PARTNERS
~~are needed to complete the Hope Church Kids Hope Team.

If you can spare 1 hour per week to mentor_1-child durlng the school day,
_ WE NEEDYOU!
If you are W|II|ng to pray weekly for one mentor and one student
| WE NEED, YOU! \

For more information, please contact the'church office (392-7947).
Anyone 16 years or older is welcome to participate.
Our Kids HopePartner School is Vanderbilt-Charter Academy, 75% of whose
student body is eligible for free and reduced lanch.y
In 2009-2010, we were able to work with 15 at-risk students. Our prayer is that
with your help, we can work with even more in 2010-2011.

CELEBRATING 150 IN 2012

Hope Church celebrates its 150 year anniversary in 2012, and planning for this
special occasion is already underway. An anniversary planning committee is in place,
and three focal areas have surfaced as a result of our early discussions: history,
celebration, and missions.

The seed is planted and excitement is growing. We want you to be part of this special
time. Do you have a knack for history or enjoy celebration event planning? Do you
have celebratory ideas you would like to share? Do you have ideas for mission and
service to develop? If so, let us know your thoughts, and consider joining one of our
planning teams. Remember, we only turn 150 years old once! Let’'s make this a
celebration to remember.

For more information, please contact
Kevin Rosenau (616.748.7514 or kevin.rosenau@chartermi.net)
or Gordon Wiersma, (392-7947 or gwiersma@hopechurchrca.org).
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KICK OFF SUNDAY IS
SEPTEMBER 12TH

The fall schedule begins with church
school for children — 3 years of age
through 5th grade at 9:45 in Room 204.
We look forward to exploring the stories
of the Old Testament, some familiar and
many that may be new to the children.
The children will leave the 11:00 a.m.
service to worship in the Children in
Worship centers. More detailed
information will be sent to you later this
month. We are excited to grow in faith
together!

CARING FOR CREATION NEWS ~
CAN YOU HELP?

Electronic Waste Event: Hope Church is
one of the partners in the next electronic
waste recycling event on Saturday,
August 14th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
The event will be held in the parking lot of
Hope Church. Bring all your obsolete
electronic equipment for safe recycling.
We need eight volunteers to help that
day. Contact the church office (392-7947)
if you can help.

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL

During the month of August, we are learning about the teaching of Jesus through
parables. What do they mean to us? What do we learn about the kingdom of God?
Why did Jesus use these stories? How can we share these stories with others? How
does what we learn influence how we live our everyday lives? These are big questions
for small children but the parables are a wonderful way for them to start to
understand their place in God’s kingdom. Through role-playing, songs, storytelling,
discussion, crafts and games the children enjoy learning together.

JOURNEY - THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S CONFERENCE -
September 23-25

It is the hope of the Journey staff that this conference will increase

awareness of why Christians ought
to care for creation and will provide
biblical and theological resources
for Christians and churches to
become better earth-keepers.

Through worship, wonder, eating,
and advocacy, we seek to live into

the Psalmist’s call in Psalm 24:
“The earth is the Lord’s and all that
is in it, the world, and those who
livein it.” Cost of the workshop is
$95 if registered by September 3
and $110 for registration after
September 3. See the Caring for
Creation bulletin board for more
information or go online to
www.westernsem.edu/ journey, or
call 392-8555.
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The Health Ministry has been blessed with several

new members in recent months. We've asked each

of them to share something about themselves with

the congregation. This month we have asked

Marjorie DeBlaay to share how her life and

experiences connect her to the mission of the Health Ministry
Health Ministry.

Unlike many members of the Health Ministry, | don® have a background working
in the health care field, so | was surprised when | was asked if | would serve on the
Ministry. My first thought was I@ have to start exercising more, eating healthy,
etc. if 1 was going to join! And | didn® know if | could be of any value to the
Ministry. While my work background was almost 30 years of program evaluation
and budget analysis for various federal agencies in the Washington D.C. area, |
was reminded that | had extensive experience advocating for people with autism
and for my son, Michael, in particular. Michael, like 75% of people with autism,
also has seizure disorders. And as a single parent for 34 of his almost 39 years, |
also know something about being a care giver. As | thought about the request to be
on the Ministry, my life experiences, and the fact that good health has many
dimensions - physical, emotional and spiritual - | said 1@d go ahead and see if |
could be of some use.

At my first meeting of the Ministry | was given several resource materials to read,
one being Health Ministries by Deborah L. Patterson. There was a whole chapter on
Health Advocacy, and, as mentioned above, | do have experience in that field. With
my move to the Washington DC area, my office was only blocks away from what is
now called the Autism Society of America (ASA), and | spent many lunch hours
there learning as much as | could. | soon became Chair of their Government Affairs
Committee, then chairing the Research Committee, and then serving as first Vice-
President, serving 8 years in total on the Board. We had two major government
victories during that time: getting an Autism Section up and running in the
National Institutes of Health, and getting an "earmark" - before that became a dirty
word - for a national conference to identify best practices for successfully
employing people with autism. The Rehabilitation Director from Michigan was one
of the people we brought in to share the good things happening in Michigan (ask
me sometime how he said the churches had played a role). | left the ASA to co-
found with another mom a group called Parents for Compliance. We ended up
having the state and our local school system found out of compliance with federal
education laws. | also ended up getting Michael into a regular high school as a
result - something that did wonders for him. While government work was my day
job and paid the bills, my nights and weekends were devoted to
advocacy. |@n currently serving on the Ottawa County Housing Commission and
Community Action Agency Advisory Board, as there is a great need in this county
for housing for people with developmental disabilities. If you have interests,
concerns or things youd like to share about these kinds of issues, 1@ love to talk
with you.

Marjorie DeBlaay
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THREE AVENUES OF CARING, our
summer long journey to provide basic help to
persons and families who look to Community
Action House® PANTRY and COMMUNITY
KITCHEN, looks like this:

A generous outpouring of money gifts in June
enabled the ordering and arrival of essentials for
all three avenues:

* for the KITCHEN, where the shelves were
literally bare of fruits and vegetables: 96
#10 cans of each came through!
for the PANTRY, 240 120z cans of beef and
over 200 pks of baby wipes! Still more
coming - at REMARKABLE PRICES!

The weekly contributions to "BIG BASKET" came
on strongly in June, tapered off until later July,
then thankfully received strong support again,
amounting to: 12 #10 cans of fruit; 142 baby
items; 177 cans of meat; 413 other items - to
bolster the dwindling summer shelves.

From Benny Osterbaan for CAH: "Thank you for
Hope Church® gracious donation and servant
attitude...to make a difference in Holland...our
mission field."

GO 36D aSv

AUTHOR TO PRESENT TO COMMUNITY —WHEN HELPING HURTS

Park Christian Reformed Church and Good Samaritan Ministries are joining together
to host award-winning author, Dr. Brian Fikkert as he presents to the community
from his book, When Helping Hurts - How to Alleviate Poverty without Hurting the Poor
...and Yourself on August 25, 2010. The book combines sound theology, solid
research, foundational principles, and proven strategies for transformational ministry
among the poor, whether in the local community or abroad.

Two events are planned including a luncheon for pastors, church and ministry
leaders, and an evening session open to the public. Both events will be held at Park
Christian Reformed Church. Registration available at www.goodsamministries.com.

Additional sponsors include Holland CRC Classis, Holland RCA Classis, Holland
Deacon’s Conference, Journey — Western Theological Seminary, Zeeland Classis CRC,
and Zeeland Classis RCA. A free will offering for the Chalmers Center will be taken at
the evening presentation. For more information contact Judy Van Dyke at
[vandyke@goodsamministries.com or 616-392-7159.
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During our years of moving to new communities, Bette and | made initial visits to
many churches based solely on the outside architecture of the buildings. We
subsequently became active members of two of those congregations. But what does an
avocational interest in architecture have to do with ‘faith?’ | think it helps define me!

| believe that human beings make things to represent ideas about themselves and
their worlds as they know them (often referred to in Jungian psychology as
archetypes); therefore, structures designed for specific purposes tend to look alike.
When churches are erected, and modified, they are subject to the ability of architects
and engineers to envision the hopes and dreams of those communities. In an ideal
situation, the end result represents the nature of the community and their beliefs
about what should happen in those spaces. If there is discord in the community or if it
has changed over time, the end result can be a confusing array of styles, images,
layout and comfort. Or, if the architect is skilled, a church building can be designed to
accommodate a widely diverse audience without offending the occupants.

Since Hope Church is one of the edifices | am referring to, my conclusion is that my
‘faith’ in the external trappings of a congregation does adequately represent that
community. More importantly, my ‘faith’ in the people of the two communities where
we have worshipped has enabled me to be with groups in which | share a set of
common beliefs, attitudes and behaviors—but not dogmatically. Those groups also
encourage individuality. The architecture of Hope Church certainly suggests wide
diversity! And uniqueness! The old Dutch tiers on the front of the building, the 1960’s
rendering of the ‘educational building,” the ‘contemporary’ amalgamation of the
parking lot entrance, the peaked versus flat roofs, the rooster weathervane, etc. And
one finds the same quirky differences and commonalities among the worshippers!

It may not always be as dramatic as Pentecost, but | do believe that the holy is present
when there is assembly for seeking truth in the divine. Being with others who also are
seekers, those who do not judge, who listen attentively, who disagree respectfully, who
see God in each other, and who strive for justice and peace in the world continue to
nourish me. | also believe that these characteristics are ‘faithful’ to the exemplary life
of Jesus Christ. When we voice those characteristics through music, education,
preaching, prayer, and fellowship, | find myself certain that my ‘faith’ in architecture
and the people who make it is ‘what its all about!

Cecil Williams
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GAUGING INTEREST: HOPE CHURCH COMMUNITY GARDEN PROJECT
By Teresa Housel

How Do Fresh Foods and Community Need Go Together?

When | was a graduate student in Bloomington, Indiana, my budget was very tight and
sometimes | would face empty cupboards at the end of the month. | never considered going to
a food pantry, for my preconception was that pantries were only for unemployed or homeless
people. But when | finally phoned a local pantry, “Mother Hubbard’'s Cupboard,” to my
surprise, Mother Hubbard’s warmly encouraged me to come and browse its stocked cupboards
of organic, healthy, and fresh food. The pantry’s mission states, “[Our] mission is to provide
healthful, wholesome foods to people in need, as well as nutrition and gardening education.
We provide our services in ways that build community while enhancing the dignity, respect,
and self-care for all involved.” Almost ten years since | first went to the pantry, | still practice
some of the economical and healthy ideas (such as using yogurt for sour cream and making
my own veggie burgers) that | learned from Mother Hubbard’s.

(http:/ / www.mhcfoodpantry.org/)

How Can We Positively Impact Our Local Holland Community?

Since coming to Holland in July 2005, | have observed a need to provide fresh foods to local
people in need. Some organizations and individuals are already doing this work, albeit
sometimes informally. | often wondered how Hope Church could get involved. After teaching
the Adult Education series, “Eating Ethically, Eating Locally” this past May, | began to think
more about possible options. Gordon informed me that Hope Church has some property
adjacent to the 10th Street House that could be used for garden beds. Curious to know more, |
joined Gordon to look at the 10th Street yard. One area now has partial sun and the other area
could be cleared to become sunny.

Here are my ideas: Develop the planting area yet this calendar year, hopefully by the end of
September. Start small by clearing out one small area just to the back of the garage. The area
was evidently used for gardening in the past. Some perennials remain there and they could be
saved/ transplanted for beautification around the garden. We could also plant some perennial
herbs. In addition, there is another area in the far back of the yard that is presently a gathering
area for twigs, leaves, and such. This area could be cleared and the tree branches above slightly
cut to make the area sunnier. | see two possible uses of these two small areas. One, they could
be tilled and a traditional garden installed. Two, they could be cleared and individual raised bed
plots could be installed. In both scenarios, the areas could be marked off somehow so that
individuals would be responsible for weeding/ watering their area. This would make the
maintenance work more manageable. If the area is developed by September, we could plant
some winter vegetables to start. Then, regular planting would start next spring. We can start by
managing these smaller two areas. Down the road, there is a larger rectangular portion of the
yard that is not presently being used and could be developed for a larger garden.

Gordon and | discussed the exciting possibilities for the food: invite the 10t Street House
residents to select fresh foods from a designated area of the garden; donate proceeds to the
families using the Child Development Services/ Head Start (and invite the kids on a field-trip-of-
sorts to experience the garden); donate items to the Community Kitchen. These are just a few
ideas we brainstormed. We would also need human power, someone who has a tiller, and some
volunteer hours to work on the area — and could invite people from our community to help as
well. Planning for the plots is also needed as well as discussion of what types of plants to have.

The church has been discussing creative ways to reach out to and connect with our
neighborhood. This garden might be another way to put faith into action. Next step: | am
eager to see who might join me to support this community garden project for Hope
Church. Please contact me - housel@hope.edu — or call the church office (392-7947) to
indicate your interest.




PAGE 8 VOLUME 53, NO. 7 AUGUST, 2010

127 ANNUAL POTLUCK IN THE PARK OF THE
ALLIANCE FOR CULTURAL AND ETHNIC HARMONY

Sunday, August 8, 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Bring a dish to pass from your ethnic background.

ACEH provides beverages and table service.

There will be entertainment and activities.

Ransom Park on Holland’s north side between 160th and 168th,
north of Quincy and south of New Holland St.
Invite family, friends, neighbors, co-workers;
greet old friends and meet new people.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
Information: 392-5086.

RLP FOSTERS DIVERSE RELATIONSHIPS

As Hope Church explores what “multi-cultural” or “diverse” might mean for our
congregation, Reciprocal Language Partnership (RLP) offers a simple, personal way
to get started: two people teaching each other their language and sharing their
cultural identities with each other.

According to its brochure, RLP is for native English speakers who want to learn
Spanish, teach English, and develop relationships with native Spanish speakers.
Participants must commit to a 12-week evening class, led by an experienced
ESL/ Spanish-certified teacher. You must attend an informational meeting before
signing up for the class.

If you have thought about learning Spanish, here is your chance. Classes are fun and
non-judgmental. With half of each class conducted only in English and the other half
only in Spanish, participants soon realize that all are both learners and teachers. The
one-on-one pairing throughout the 12 weeks promotes friendship and the desire to
help each other.

Classes run from January to March and from September to December. Visit the RLP
website at www.rlpprogram.org, or call 392-9022 for more information.

SAVE THE DATE
September 30, 2010 7:00 P.M.
First United Methodist Church
"Palestine and Israel: A Christian Peacemaking Perspective"
If you are interested in peace with justice issues in the Middle East, reserve the
evening of September 30 on your calendar for a presentation by Dr. Tom and Rev. Dr.
Sharon Arendshorst at the First United Methodist Church, beginning at 7:00 P.M.
Tom and Sharon, who traveled to Palestine/ Israel with Christian Peacemakers in
April, will show photos and talk about their trip. Hope Church is one of several
sponsors of this event, a memorial to Philip E. Beal, a Peace with Justice advocate,
who died in 2009.
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THANSK 99y

| would like to say thank you to Jill and Gordon and the members of Hope Church for all
the cards, visits, flowers, and prayers over the last few months. | have moved to
Appledorn Assisted Living. My new address is 727 Apple Ave., #17D, Holland MI
49423, and phoneis (616)396-3686. Many thanks to all.

Peggy F.

On behalf of the hundreds of seniors who utilize the services of Resthaven or call it
“home,” | want to thank the Hope Church family for their generous support of
Resthaven.

For 65 years, Resthaven has stood beside seniors with Christian care. We do that as a
demonstration of our faith and in support of the dignity and security they deserve.
Here is just one story of how Resthaven is there to help:

Peter, now 78, has Alzheimer’s Disease. He and his wife, Janet, depend
on Resthaven’s Good Shepherd Home to give Peter a safe environment,
24-hour care, and the attention Janet could not provide him on her
own. His agitation, poor memory, and medical needs require constant
support. As Janet and Peter run out of funds, and as their needs
increase, they are so grateful for the Good Shepherd Home’'s perfect
combination of sanctuary and service.

Carrying for the aging members of our community is not a solo effort. The Board, the
over 340 Staff members, and 340 Volunteers of Resthaven are truly grateful for the
support of so many individuals and churches, including Hope Church. You do make a
difference!

Charlie Vander Broek, President/ CEO

Resthaven Care Community

We would like to express our deep appreciation for all who have sent cards, made visits,
and gave prayer support to our family during the hospitalization and death of our
mother, Bettie (Jerow) Pecor. We would also like to thank the congregation for welcoming
her into our community while she was alive. She enjoyed worshipping at Hope Church
and attending Hope Church Readers. Thank you.

Bob and Joyce, Reed and Jon

FISH CLUB

On Saturday, August 14, the Fish Club will have a
Bike to the Beach day. Fish Club members,
including those going into 6th grade, should watch
the mail for further details.
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N\ GOT AN IDEA? If you've got a suggestion for the life of Hope
Church or our contribution to the community and world around
\ ) us—but you’re not sure who to talk to, send your idea to the Ideas
? Ministry. Use our online form, available from the “Ministries” or
“Contact Us” tabs on: www.HopeChurchRCA.org,or pick up a
% paper form in the office or Gathering Area.

| %

If | were to title this message to you this month it would be called “In Praise
of Middle Schoolers.” I'm wondering how many of you remember what it was
like to be in those years between childhood and full-fledged adolescence. It is
in many ways a harrowing time. You move into that stage with the energy
and innocence of childhood and somewhere in the midst of it you find
yourself mired in the turmoil of shifting hormones and a radically shifting
social landscape. | can remember the stress of those years quite well. Now |
watch our Fish Club students here at Hope Church navigate them with
mostly a lot of grace, a remarkable sense of humor, and sometimes a few
bumps along the way.

Here's what | love about working with these younger members of our church:
boundless enthusiasm, willingness to dive into new adventures like 26 mile
bike rides, and Appalachian trail hikes; playful spirits, honest questions
about God and life, fierce loyalty to friends, and a genuine desire to grow in
faith. We've been blessed with great kids and with great Fish Club leaders
over the years. And we are also in a time of transition with the leadership of this
group. Perhaps more than in High Hopes, we in the Fish Club look to parents to
provide a lot of leadership and energy for this

ministry. And they do a wonderful job with that

Open your life and task! We are also aware how valuable it was for
) many years to have some steady and creative

heart to walk with leaders who did not have their own youth in the

our kids through group.

these years of their If you hadn’t guessed it by now, | am driving toward
life. a request! We are prayerfully seeking some new

leaders for this vital ministry. | do ask you to
consider whether this might be the place for you to use your gifts in the life of our
church. You don’t have to be young although that isn’'t a bad thing if you are. You
don’t have to be cool or hip or up on all the latest trends although it wouldn’t hurt if
you are. You do need to love young people and you do need to open your life and heart
to walk with our kids through these years of their life.

TATIVNID ANV

And now a request for the rest of you who might know this is not your calling in life
right now: please pray for the Fish Club ministry. Pray for our kids. And let those
prayers lead you to reach out and express your appreciation for the presence and
vital contribution these young people make to our community of faith.

Peace,




