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FALL K ICK-OFF  
Sunday , Sept em ber  12 

 

Ear ly  Worsh ip resum es...................................................8 :30 a.m . i n  Com m ons I  
High  Hopes Mi ssi on  Tr i p Repor t .....................................9 :40 a.m . i n  Com m ons I  

High Hopes will give a presentat ion on their  mission t r ip in  Ju ly to Sandusky, Ohio. 
Church  School  K i ck -of f ...............................................9 :40 a.m ., Educat i on  Wing 

The children will gather together each Sunday morning at 9:45 in Room 204. This first 
week, September 12, the children will be celebrat ing the start  of an excit ing year and 
start ing our year of growth together in our connections to God, our families, our 
teachers, our community and the other k ids. Each week the children will meet 
together as a large group and be introduced to the stor ies of God and then participate 
in a var iety of act ivit ies to connect the story to their  lives and to respond to the story. 
This year we will be studying Old Testament stor ies, including many stories that are 
not presented in their  Children in Worship centers. The children will be presented 
with these important stor ies in a way that gu ides their  understanding of the history of 
God’s people and the importance of their  and our relat ionship with God. 
Families will be connected to the children and the th ings they are learning by doing 
act ivit ies at  home.  Each child’s family wil l receive a magazine fu ll of suggest ions. I 
encourage your  family to find t ime to grow together  in  your  faith through these 
act ivit ies, discussion, and devot ions.                                              Jocelyn VanHeest 

Worsh ip....................................................................11:00 a.m . i n  t he Sanct uary    
Ch i ldren  i n  Worsh i p..................................................11:15 a.m ., Educat i on  Wing 

Children in Worship begins on September 12 dur ing the 11:00 a.m. service. 
Children age 3 through 5 th grade will worship in their  centers using the same order  
of worship that  is being followed in the sanctuary. They Approach God (through 
greet ings and songs of praise), they Hear God’s Word (through storytell ing and Bible 
reading), they Respond to God (through wonder ing, reflect ion or  work ing with the 
stor ies or  ar t  mater ials), they Give Thanks to God (through prayer , shar ing of gifts, 
and the shar ing of a feast), and they Go in God’s Name. Each week  the story for  
each worship center is pr inted in the bu llet in  so each member of Hope Church is 
aware of what scr iptu re or  story the children are hear ing and responding to. This 
also lets the children know that  they are an important  par t  of ou r  congregat ion. 
Visitors are always welcome. Remember the children that  are worshipping in their  
centers in your  prayers as you  worship. 

Church  Pi cn i c.................................................................. 1 :00 p.m .  Kol len  Park  
 

Please br ing: 
·  Meat to gr i ll 

·  Pot luck  dish to pass 
·  Your own table service 
·  Lawn chairs, i f desired 

   

Beverages w ill be provided 



PAGE 2 V OL U M E   5 3 ,  N O.  8                                                        SE PTE M B E R,   2 0 1 0  

The church  of f i ce wi l l  be closed on   
Monday , Sept em ber  6, for  t he Labor  Day hol i day .  

 
Fal l  of f i ce hours wi l l  resum e on Tuesday, Sept em ber  7: 

 

Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Fr iday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

The fall schedu le of 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services  
will begin on Sunday, September 12. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES IN OCTOBER 
Star t ing at  5:45 p.m. with a meal, programs for  all ages begin at  6:30pm  

  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
Psalms  

Led by Pastor  Gordon Wiersma 
  

ADULT SMALL GROUP  
Open the Door: A Journey to the True Self wr it ten by Joyce Rupp  

Led by Pastor  J il l Russell 
 

Those join ing th is small group are asked to pick  up the book  in the church office at  
least  a week  before the ser ies begins in order  to begin the at  home readings in advance 

of the first  gather ing. 
 

KARATE CLASS 
Ric Belt ran will lead a Karate Class for  students 6 th-12 th grade 

 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
Jocelyn VanHeest wil l lead a program for  children 3 years old – 5 th grade 

YOU’RE ALWAYS WELCOME AT   
EARLY WORSHIP 

8:30 A.M. IN THE COMMONS 
·    INFORMAL &  INTERACTIVE WORSHIP 
·    COMMUNION CELEBRATED WEEKLY 

·    K ID FRIENDLY! 
 

EARLY WORSHIP RESUMES ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

TAIZÉ SERVICE OF PRAYER AND COMMUNION 
 

All are invited to par t icipate in th is t ime of song, scr iptu re, silence, and sacrament in  
the sanctuary on Wednesday m orn ings from  8:00 a.m . t o 8:30 a.m .  

 

Th i s servi ce wi l l  resum e on  Wednesday , Oct ober  6  
and will cont inue on Wednesday mornings throughou t the year . 
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ADULT  EDUCATION  PROGRAM   ~   SUNDAYS  AT  9:40  A.M. 
 
Sept. 12 .................... Hi gh  Hopes Mi ssi on  Tr i p Repor t  ...................... In  Commons I 
High Hopes will give a presentat ion on their  mission t r ip in  August  to Sandusky, Ohio. 
 
Sept. 19 – Oct. 17.....Mul t i cu l t ural  Di versi t y  ~ t he RCA, Hol land, and Hope Church  
...............................................................................................................In  Commons I 
Leaders from the RCA, Holland community, and Hope Church will share perspect ives 
on mu lt icu ltu ral diversity, addressing the oppor tunit ies and challenges that  diversity 
presents. 
Sept. 19: The RCA commitment to “A Mu lt icu ltu ral Fu tu re Freed from Racism” 
Sept. 26: Br ian Davis, Super intendent of Holland Public Schools and Deb Feenstra, 

Director  of the Holland Public Schools’ Van Raalte Tech Center  
Oct . 3: Roberto Jara, Director  of Lat in Amer icans United for  Progress (LAUP) in 

Holland 
Oct. 10: Sarah Salguera, Program Director  for  the Lakeshore Ethnic Diversity All iance 

(LEDA) 
Oct. 17: The Hope Church team par t icipat ing in the “Mu lt iracial Journey” program 
 

Sept. 19 , Oct . 3, 10, Oct . 17 ....... Eat i ng Et h i cal l y , Eat i ng Local ly , Par t  I I  ..............  
.............................................................................................In  Room 106 and Kitchen 
Teresa Housel wil l help us explore the polit ical, social, economic, and health issues 
su rrounding the foods we eat  everyday.  We will discover where to find fresh, organic 
foods locally, see excerpts from “Food, Inc.,” discuss L. Shannon Jung’s book , Hunger 
and Happiness, and par t icipate in a hands-on class on canning. 
 

Sept  19: Ref l ect i ons on  t h e Gr ow i ng Season  and  Movi ng For w ar d :  Teresa 
Housel wil l open the class with observat ions from her  summer t r ip to Br itain: its 
local food act ivism and its r ising obesity rates. We’ll then consider  any local 
fresh foods we enjoyed dur ing the summer. We’ll share ideas and food successes 
and discuss fu tu re changes we’d l ike to make. We will discuss resources for  local 
and organic foods for  the coming months. Finally, the class will view two shor t  
chapters from the documentary, “Food, Inc.,” which explores how Amer ica’s food 
supply is controlled by corporat ions that  emphasize profit  instead of consumer 
health, the livelihood of farmers, worker  safety, and the environment. 
  

Sept . 26 NO CLASS 
 

Oct . 3 and 10: Hunger  and  Happi ness: Spi r i t ua l  Di mensi ons of  Food :  We’ll 
read selected chapters from L. Shannon Jung’s book , Hunger and Happiness. We 
will discuss global pover ty and how some people’s hunger might  cause the well-
fed to exper ience spir itual malnour ishment.  
 
Those interested in a hands-on demonst rat ion of home canning can sign up for  a 
class that  wil l meet in  the church k itchen. Kay Hubbard will demonstrate and 
assist  us in canning a food. All mater ials wil l be provided. This class will meet  on 
a date and at  a t ime to be determined, most l ikely in  late October . 
  

Oct . 17: Nour i sh i ng Our  Wel l -Bei ng Th r ough  Food  Connect i on :  Teresa 
Housel wil l br iefly descr ibe the “Happiness and Food” and “Eco-Psychology” 
movements.   
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CONSISTORY UPDATE: THANKS &  WELCOME 
 

Over the past  few months the Consistory has had a couple of resignat ions and 
appointments to update the congregat ion abou t. Due to ongoing health concerns, 
Judy Bos and Michael Henry each were unable to complete their  terms as Deacon 
which were to go through 2011. Judy and Michael have both been a blessing to Hope 
Church in their  service on Consistory, and our  prayers are with them for  health and 
wholeness in the days ahead. To address these open terms, the Consistory can make 
appointments from those in the congregat ion who have previously served as a Deacon 
(from the “Greater  Consistory” is the RCA terminology) in  order  to complete the terms 
through 2011. The Consistory is pleased to announce that  David Dirkse and Clare 
Heyboer have been appointed to serve as Deacons through 2011, and we are gratefu l 
for  their  wil l ingness to serve. Please keep them and your  ent ire Consistory in your 
prayers as they use their  gifts to suppor t  the ministry of Hope Church that  we all 
share in. 

PUT ON YOUR WALKING SHOES, grab a water  pail and join Water  Missions 
Internat ional for  the inaugural “Walk  for  Water” in   Holland! WMI’s “Walk  for  Water” is 
a unique fundraising event that  spreads awareness of the global water  cr isis and 
helps provide safe water  to people in need. 
 

                            WALK FOR WATER 
                  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
                             KOLLEN PARK 
    9 :00 AM REGISTRATION &  OPENING CEREMONY 
                     10:00 AM  WALK BEGINS 
  

The approximately 3.5 mile “Walk  for  Water” is inspired by mill ions of 
women and children who are responsible for  mak ing the daily t rek  to 
collect  water  for  their  families. 
  

The “Walk  for  Water” wil l be a  fun, educat ional exper ience that  anyone 
can enjoy!!!! Star t  now to pu t  together  a team of 5-8 people. Each team 
member is challenged to raise pledges totaling at  least $100 for  WMI systems in 
Chiapas. Team members can help each other , and each person who gets sponsors for  
$100 or  more gets a free (really cool) T-shir t ! You  also will be helping to provide safe 
water , sanitat ion, and God’s love to people around the wor ld. 
  

Registrat ion blanks available at  church, or  you  can register  on line: 
watermissions.org/ walk   
  

Also  needed: Lots of volunteers. Please email Mary Ookema if you  can help:  
maryo@eagledesign.com or  contact  Karen &  Larry Mu lder , or  Janet &  Pau l Elzinga. 

COLLEGE BOUND? 
 

We want to stay in touch with you ! Please let  us know your college email address and 
we will keep you  up-to-date with what ’s going on at  Hope Church! Email the church 
at : of f i ce@hopechurchrca.org 
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NEW BLOG HELPS MAKE CONNECTIONS 
  

In terested in finding a service oppor tunity? Want to get  more involved in Hope 
Church? Have a community organizat ion you©d like to suppor t? Hope Church 
members now have a new way to find and share oppor tunit ies. In response to a couple 
of suggest ions, the Ideas Ministry has developed a blog, which you  can find at 
LifeofHopeChurch.Wordpress.com. On the home page, you can read abou t upcoming 
events or  causes in our  church or  community that  you  can support , at tend, or 
volunteer  for . The "In the Church" and "In the Community" tabs will grow, with your  
help, in to comprehensive lists of ongoing oppor tunit ies to engage in our  congregat ion 
and community.  
 

To make sure you  don©t miss updates to the blog, subscr i be t o recei ve e-
m ai l  updates on the r ight-hand side of the page. If you©d like to submit  in format ion 
abou t upcoming events or  ongoing oppor tunit ies, use the "Contact  Us" tab on the 
website or  drop a paper  copy in the Ideas Box in the Gather ing Area.  
 

Lois Maassen 

A WARM WELCOME! 
 

Arin Fisher  was accepted into membership at  Hope Church at a special elders meet ing 
August  9, 2010. Ar in is a recent Hope College graduate who has been worshipping 
with us and wished to have a formal membership before he leaves for  Pr inceton 
Theological Seminary th is fall. Ar in expects to t ransfer  to a NJ church where he will 
then come under care in the RCA and go through the ordinat ion process. In the 
meant ime, he feels a deep commitment to Hope Church. 

KIDS HOPE USA ~ ARE YOU THE MISSING PIECE?  
 

The Hope Church Kids Hope Team fits together  l ike the pieces of a puzzle: 
one ch i ld, 

one m ent or , 
one prayer  par t ner , 

one hour , 
one church , 
one school . 

 

We have the children, the school, and the support  of the Hope Church congregat ion. 
We need mentors, subst itu te mentors, and prayer  par tners. 

 

Can you help supply  t he m i ssi ng pi ece? 
 

For more informat ion, please call the church office, 392-7947. 

 

SNOWBIRDS! 
 

Going sou th for  the winter? Please let  the church office know when you 
will be leaving and when you  hope to retu rn in the spr ing. We’ll be su re 
you  get mailings and newslet ters while you  are away. 
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Was I approached to join  the Health Min ist ry Team for  my past  
experiences, or  to please Ear l by adding another male to the 
committee? It  is an honor to be asked to join the minist ry, and 
I hope to become a valued member. 
 

I am a real Du tchman born in  the Netherlands, raised in  the 
Bapt ist  chu rch, and immigrated to the USA in 1965. I received 
my Psychiatr ic and General nu rsing diplomas in  the 
Netherlands, and then my BSN (UofM) and MSA (CMU) in 
health  care administ rat ion, here in  the States. 
 

My 45 years of nu rsing experience has focused main ly on mental health  administ rat ion for  the 
State of Michigan, t reat ing teens through ger iatr ics. I also was sailing for  the Royal Rot terdam 
Lloyd as a nu rse/ administ rator  for  two years which took  me around the wor ld twice. While 
wait ing for  my emigrat ion papers to clear I worked in  the emergency room at  Rasmussen 
Medical University in  Rotterdam for  a year. I worked two years as a nu rse/ counselor  in  an 
alcoholic t reatment center  in  Groningen, and after  ret ir ing from the State, worked 10 years at  
the John Dingell VA hospital in  Detroit , as a case manager. 
 

Arr iving in  Michigan, I was requ ired to take pediatr ic and obstetr ical nu rsing to obtain my 
l icense to pract ice. The posit ive ou tcome of that  experience was meet ing Norma. In  the ear ly 
part  of ou r marr iage ou r family had the opportunity to live and work  in  the Netherlands. It  
was then that  I was employed as a nu rse/ counselor  in  the alcoholic t reatment center . 
 

Most of my 22 years with  the State of Michigan were as nu rsing director  at  Walter  P. Reu ther 
Psychiatr ic Hospital in  West land, MI. This was a new facili ty specializing in  car ing for  the 
state’s ger iatr ic popu lat ion that  had a dual diagnosis of mental and physical i l lnesses. I was 
responsible for  h ir ing the nu rsing staff, and was on the committee for  screening prospect ive 
pat ients statewide for th is 300 bed facil i ty. In  1992, I took  advantage of the state’s ear ly 
ret irement offer . Too young for  fu ll  ret irement, i t  was then that  I star ted work ing for  the VA. 
 

In  2002, after  living almost  40 years in  Ann Arbor, we decided to ret ire in  Holland. Our son’s 
family suggested we move closer to them, and we are happy we did. Present ly ou r other 3 
ch ildren and their  families are l iving in  Port land, Oregon. Needless to say, we spend as much 
t ime as we can out  there also. 
 

Living in  Holland we searched for  a chu rch that  welcomes “All People” and we ended up here 
at  Hope Church. 
 

My life-long in terest  in  Mental Health  led me to become involved with a program here in 
Holland called “Fr iends”. It  is coordinated by Chr ist  Memorial Church and Community Mental 
Health . The goal is to have car ing Chr ist ians coming alongside persons who have experienced 
mental il lness, bu ilding relat ionships, giving encouragement, shar ing li fe, becoming fr iends. 
 

My fr iend and I get  together once a week having coffee, or  walk , or  at tend a sport ing event  or  
movie.  We will  eat  ou t for  a special occasion. I am a l isten ing ear and witness to all of the ups 
and downs he experiences with h is i l lness. His t rust  in  Jesus through it  al l  has been a great 
witness to me. He belongs to a support  group of persons experiencing mental il lness who get  
together once a month at  a local restau rant . It  has been inspir ing to observe the car ing and 
support  th is group provides for  one another. 
 

If you  have an in terest in  becoming involved with this program, please feel free to contact me. 
 

Dick Noordijk  

Heal th M inistry 
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J OURNEY - THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S CONFERENCE  
Sept em ber  23-25 

 

It  is the hope of the Journey staff that  th is conference will increase awareness of why 
Chr ist ians ought to care for  creat ion and will provide biblical and theological 
resources for  Chr ist ians and churches to become bet ter  ear th-keepers. Through 
worship, wonder, eat ing, and advocacy, we seek  to l ive into the Psalmist ’s cal l in 
Psalm 24: “The ear th is the Lord’s and all that  is in it , the wor ld, and those who live 
in it .” Cost  of  t he work shop i s $95 i f  regi st ered by  Sept em ber  3 and $110 for  
registrat ion after  September 3. See the Car ing for  Creat ion bu llet in  board for  more 
informat ion or  go online to www.westernsem.edu / jou rney, or  call 392-8555. 

FROM THE FELLOWSHIP FILES: 
 

Donat ions of pop are u rgent ly needed for  Pizza Sundays. Our next  Pizza 
Sunday is September 26 ~ why not  br ing some soda with you , or  drop 
some off at  church anyt ime dur ing regu lar  office hours. And sign up 
on the bu llet in  board in the Gather ing Area to host  a Pizza Sunday 
th is fall. Thank  you ! 

WOMEN’S SERVICE DAY 2010 SCHEDULED FOR 
SEPTEMBER 30 
 

Want to help agencies serving women and children in our 
community, learn more abou t the needs around us, and network 
with women you  might  not  otherwise meet? Par t icipate in Women’s 
Service Day on September 30. 
 

From 8:15 a.m. unt il mid-afternoon, you can be par t  of a break fast , 
silent  auct ion and raffle, and a fou r-hour  work  session as par t  of a crew of women 
serving a local agency.  
 

In terested? If you ’re a woman 18 or  older , e-mail  the planning team at  
womensserviceday@gmail.com, read more at  womensvolunteerday.blogspot.com, or  
contact  Lois Maassen. Capacity is l imited and volunteers first -registered are also first -
to-serve! 

PALESTINE &  ISRAEL:  A CHRISTIAN PEACEMAKING PERSPECTIVE 
Thursday , Sept em ber  30, 7:00 – 9:00 P.M.      

 

Presen t at i on  by  Tom  and Sharon  Arendshorst   
at  Fi r st  Un i t ed Met hodi st  Church , Hol land 

In memory of Peace with Just ice advocate Phil ip E. Beal 
 

Tom and Sharon will descr ibe their  recent  exper iences as par t  of a t r ip to Palest ine 
and Israel with Chr ist ian Peacemakers. “By coming alongside peacemakers in the 
area,” Tom says, “we develop a deeper understanding abou t just ice and in just ice, 
peace and violence.”  Q&A and refreshments follow the presentat ion. 
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WHAT IS THE ALLIANCE FOR CULTURAL AND ETHNIC HARMONY? 
 

The Alliance for  Cu ltu ral and Ethnic Harmony (ACEH) is an organizat ion in Holland 
that  is “dedicated to promot ing unity, just ice, equal opportunity, ethnic awareness, 
cross-cu ltu ral understanding and appreciat ion for  diversity.” Since January 1999, th is 
“nonprofit , nonpar t isan grass-roots group of ethnically diverse people” has worked to 
“create the feeling that  ou r  communit ies belong to everyone.”  
   

ACEH holds monthly public meet ings to talk  abou t local and nat ional just ice and 
diversity issues, and listen to speakers from different  ethnic groups. The organizat ion 
provides a respect fu l place to share exper iences of prejudice and racism and to work 
on solu t ions. Unaffi l iated with any polit ical or  religious groups, ACEH is suppor ted by 
membership dues, donat ions, and grants.  
  

For more informat ion, go to its website at  ht tp:/ / www.harmonyalliance.org/  

PATH PROGRAM: Personal  Act i on  Toward Heal t h  
Sept em ber  22 &  29, Oct ober  6, 13, 20, &  27 

1:00 p.m .-3:30 p.m . 
Free Heal t h  Cl i n i c, 85 W. 26t h  St ., Hol land 

 

Do you  su ffer  with a chronic health condit ion that  l imits your  l ife? 
Are you  look ing for  bet ter  ways to: cont rol your  symptoms, feel less frustrat ion, less 
fat igue, les pain, and less isolat ion? Then come join us for  th is class! 
 

The PATH Program is a Stanford Chronic Disease Self-Management Program 
developed and tested to help improve symptoms. It  is a six-week  program conducted 
in 2.5 hour  segments. 

 
 

 

This program is free to you ...although you  may wish to purchase the book : 
 Li vi ng a  Hea l t h y Li f e w i t h  Ch r on i c Cond i t i ons 

 

For more informat ion or  to sign up, call Ann Piet  Anderson, 399-3796. 

Benef i t s: 
¨  Managing symptoms 
¨  Problem-solving 
¨  Handling frustrat ion 
¨  Goal-set t ing 
¨  Work ing with your  health 

team 
¨  Eat ing well 
¨  Relaxing/ Exercising 

Who should par t i ci pat e: 
Persons with chronic or  
long-term health 
condit ions including: 

¨  Arthr it is 
¨  Heart  disease 
¨  Diabetes 
¨  Emphysema 
¨  Asthma 
¨  Bronchit is 
¨  Depression 

What  t o expect : 
¨  You will be par t  of a 

group 
¨  You will have fun 
¨  It  wil l be interact ive 
¨  You will create your  

own personal act ion 
plans 

¨  You will set  pract ical, 
achievable goals, 
learn strategies and 
techniques 
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50s DRIVE-IN IS 
COMING! 

 

Mark  your calendar 
for  fun and fellowship on  

Sunday, Sept ember 26 
5:00-6:30 p.m. 

COFFEE TIME! 
 

This is a caring outreach and fellowship 
opportunity for residents and their friends at 
different locations to meet with the pastors 
and other congregation members and staff. 
Two or three staff members, Congregational 
Care Ministry representative(s), and any 
other congregation members who would like 
to attend are all welcome. The next Coffee 
Time will be at Warm Friend on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2010, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Mark 
your calendar, and come to socialize for an 
hour! 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS 
 

Hope Church is planning to produce another  issue of Advent Reflect ions. This consists 
of daily readings based on the lect ionary and is wr it ten by members of ou r  Hope 
Church family. If, in response to a phone call, you  say, "Yes, I can do that !" it  will be a 
blessing to you  as well as to our  readers. A sign-up sheet wil l be available in 
September. 
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READY FOR SCHOOL: PARENTS AS TEACHERS ~ A VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITY 
 

Of the 2000 children in the Holland/ Zeeland community who enrolled in k indergar ten 
last  fall, 1,600 (57%) were found not  to be READY FOR SCHOOL. 
 

Twenty community leaders formed a READY FOR SCHOOL in it iat ive to address th is 
issue. As a par t of th is effor t , a faith based task  force chose the Parents as Teachers 
program to t rain volunteer  parent  educators. Trained parent  educators go into the 
homes for  repeated personal visits to share informat ion abou t the child’s development  
and talk  abou t the parent ’s quest ions. As the parent  educator  in teracts with both the 
parents and the infants, parents learn ways to develop their  children’s motor  sk il ls, 
social/ emot ional sk il ls, and language and literacy development -- all necessary sk il ls 
which will assure that  children will be Ready for  School. 
 

To date, fifteen people have volunteered and have received the Parent  as Teacher  
t rain ing. With the support , help, and prayers of the Hope Church Community and 
Wor ld Ministry, I at tended a five day t rain ing program th is summer and am current ly 
helping my first  family who I wil l serve as they learn new ways to parent  and enhance 
their  child’s development. 
 

We wou ld love to have other  Hope Church members join in  helping our  community 
increase children’s readiness for  school! If you are interested, contact  Good Samar itan 
Ministr ies (Phone 616-392-1759) or  goodsam2@goodsamministr ies.com; or  talk  with 
our  Community and Wor ld Ministry members; or  see me so that  I can tell you  of my 
excitement and commitment in  serving as a PARENT AS TEACHER so that  ou r  
children will be READY FOR SCHOOL. 
 

Bette Will iams 

CARILLON CHOIR 
 

Will begin on Wednesday, October  13 at  5:15 p.m. Hope Church has five 
octaves of handbells and a two-octave set  of choir  chimes. There are new 

techniques to learn, new music to sight-read, and the joy of par t icipat ing in 
meaningfu l worship. Please consi der  joi n i ng t he Car i l lon  Choi r !  We 

plan to par t icipate in the 11:00 a.m. worship service every fou r  to six 
weeks. If you  have quest ions, please contact  Laur ie in  the church 
office, 392-7947. 

 

HIGH HOPES 
 

High Hopes has their  k ickoff event  on Sept em ber  19! 
We©re going to meet at  church at  3:30 p.m. and enjoy an 
afternoon of excit ing events together .   



HOPE CHURCH READERS 
 

will open their  new season with the novel, 
Yes, My Dar l i ng Daugh t er  

by Margaret  Leroy. 
Jean McFadden will lead the discussion. 
We will meet on Wednesday, September 

15 at  1:00 p.m. in  Commons II.  
New members are welcome! 

CIRCLES 
Circle 1 

Wednesday, September 1, 9:30 a.m.  
L. Boersma’s home 

 

Circle 2 
Wednesday, September 1, 9:30 a.m.  

P. DeHaan’s home 
 

Circle 4 
Wednesday, September 8, 7:00 p.m. 

J. Mastenbrook ’s home 

FROM CHAIN TO LINK !  
 

A change has been made! Prayer  requests from the Hope Church family and fr iends 
have been relayed to a concerned group through a telephone chain of calls. Now these 
requests will be made through “PrayerLink” via email. If you  have a prayer  concern, 
please not ify the church office and it  wil l be emailed to the “PrayerLink”. If you  wou ld 
l ike to be par t  of the “PrayerLink” group, please contact  the church office, 392-7947. 
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DINERS CLUB 2009-2010 
A new sign-up is occu rr ing for  part icipat ion in  Diners Club! For those of you  who are 
unfamiliar  with Diners Club, it  is a wonderfu l opportunity for  fun and fellowship with 
members and fr iends of Hope Church. Groups of eight  meet for  a social meal in  someone’s 
home. The dinner can be casual or  dressy or  ethnic or  whatever you ’d l ike! There will  be three 
dinners this year:         

Oct ober  15 or  16, 2010 
J anuary  21 or  22, 2011 

Apr i l  22 or  23, 2011 
 

From the sign-up sheets, groups are randomly formed with HOSTS (or  co-hosts) listed at  the 
top of each group.  The HOST is responsible for  select ing the t ime and the menu ; contact ing 
group members and assigning parts of the meal; and finding replacements for  any guests who 
are not available that evening.  Change of the date to another weekend can be done if the 
major ity of the group members have confl icts.  A sample Diners Club get-together wou ld be - - 
dinner at the Jones’ at 7 p.m. w ith Mary and John Jones preparing lasagna; Joe Jackson w ill be 
bringing an appetizer; David and Jane Doe w ill be bringing salad; Julie Johnson w ill be bringing 
bread; and Don and Susie Smith w ill provide dessert. 
 

Sign  up in  t he Gat her ing Area i n  Sept em ber ! 



 

Some of you  may be wonder ing, “Is th is a waste of t ime?” Hir ing on an intern; 
planning new things for  chu rch; coming to chu rch at  all; reading th is far  in  the 
let ter… Before you  get in to you r polite denials let  me just  say that  I th ink  it ’s a good 
question. And often I’m tempted to think  that  it  is a waste of t ime. All of i t . Bu t  what 
keeps me from dismissing everything entirely is a simple idea: God is in  it . 
  

It ’s funny how this li t t le idea can keep you  going. 
  

Two years ago abou t th is t ime I was pedaling my bicycle up a mountain in  Serbia, 
pu ll ing a dusty k iddie t railer  that  housed two gu itars, a bongo drum, a Chinese erhu 
(2-str inged violin), a laptop, and miscellaneous food and bicycle items. Our band of 
fou r had spent the last  11 months crossing China, Sou theast  Asia, India, and Nepal, 
and now we were work ing ou r way across Europe, from Istanbu l to Par is. It  was 
heavy…the t railer , I mean. Bu t  I didn ’t  find myself ask ing, “Is th is a waste of t ime?” 
while pu ll ing breaths of mountain air  and l isten ing to the rhythmic squeak  of the trailer  
at tachment that  matched the bu rning in my legs. I was too focused on the physical 
challenge, the moment. 
  

But that  question defin itely came up. It  came up before I ever left  the USA, when my fr iend 
Peter asked in  an email, “What do you  th ink  abou t bicycle tou r ing…?” It  came up on days we 
were stuck  in  rain, sick  of each other, or  wait ing for  hou rs in  l ine to apply for  a visa. It  came 
up in  the embarrassment of awkward and falter ing conversat ions with generous hosts, fu ll  of 
the possibil i ty of misunderstanding. And it  comes up now, look ing back . Was it  a waste of 
t ime to pedal a bicycle 10,500 miles?  Is it  all  just  a waste of t ime? 
  

I am saved from such a conclusion by the l i t t le idea that  God is in  it . 
 

If you  grow up in  the chu rch, you  get  such an idea occasionally. I got  it  on a small name card 
my grandma gave me with at tached verse: 

I never thought I qu ite fi t  the strong and manly bil l , bu t  the verse gave me (and st il l  gives me) 
a good measure of comfort  and confidence.  
  

Was my parents’ seven years of missionary work  in  West Afr ica when I was a k id a waste of 
t ime? Was a h istory major  a waste of t ime? Was work ing for  three years as a you th pastor  in 
Ar izona a waste of t ime? Is going to a Reformed seminary after  graduat ing from a Catholic 
university after  growing up Lu theran a waste of t ime?... 
  

…Not if God is in  it . And God is in  it . Not  forcefu lly or  too obviously, bu t  in  glimpses and 
moments, through prayer. That ’s what keeps me going when I overanalyze or  ask  deflat ing 
questions. That ’s what keeps me coming back  to the chu rch, open to li fe’s possibili t ies, 
seek ing new exper iences. That ’s what gives me hope for  th is upcoming t ime at  Hope 
Church—God is in  it . Pray with me that  we wou ld see where and how. 

 (our bicycle trip website is w w w.fueledbyrice.org)                                                         ��������	
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We are very pleased to introduce our seminary intern for the 2010-2011 
program year.   His name is Andrew Spidahl and we have asked him to share 
some ref lections w ith you as he begins his ministry among us. 

Andrew 
“Strong and Manly” 

Be not afraid; neither be thou dismayed, for the Lord thy God is w ith thee,   
whithersoever thou goest.     Joshua 1:9 
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